AN EXCELLENT 


TREATISE OF CHRISTIAN 
RIGHTEOVSNES, WRITTEN FIRST 


in the French tongue by A 7. de FEſpine,and 
tranſlated into Engliah by I. Feilde forthe com- 
forte of afflicted coniſciences, vetie neceſſarie 
and profitable to be reade of all Chriſtians, as 
well for eſtablishing chem in the true docttine 
of Iuſtification, as alſo for enabling t m to 
confute the falſe docttine of all Pap d 
Heretickes. » 1 8 
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The Epiſtle 


im, arme my ſelfe vunth pacitce to beare 
vewer huth bin, in or halle layd v pon 
4 only shall cõfart me, that I dalle 


That 
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eſence Iproteſt, that according to the ſam- 
3 — hath > me, 1 => 
1 dealt ſimply and ſincerely. Of all vanities 1 
eſteene it the greateſt, to hange vpponthe 
laſtes of mensmouthes. They that are that 
vvaies — ts x , and haue 555 te- 

mom of good conſeiences neither ſeeke to 
95 
wiſh ſtand or faule, they shall finde no com- 
fort in it, in the day of death. It litle auaileth 


«man to be iuſtified of the vubole wyorld, 
and to be — . — God. Therefore 


God giue vs grace to valle as in his pre- 
ſeuce, that wuhatſagyer vve take in hande, 

*% it may be conſecrateato him, & haue an ex- 
1 cellent bleſſing vpom it. I haue dedicated my 
1 labour herein, to your good Ladyshippe for 
E ſundry eauſesthogh 1 deny not hut my mea 
* ning is to make them common to the church 
$ , Cad. firſt that they may be a teſtimony 4 
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| | Ful fauliibus herein I aball as God chal 6- 


not before men, but before God: in vuſe 


— — — — — _ — — 


Poperie, and of the falſe vvorshippe of God 


ſi6. Knovv aſſuredly 

of God raigneth , there the kingdome of Sa- 

than decazeth the ftrength of ſinne abateth, 
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ſmeeritie in the religion of Chriſt Teſus: 


Then, of my bounden duety and good vv¹ 
2 — And I moſt humbly beſceche 
you in the eyes and ſight of the vvlole 
v vorlde, that you conſtantly and inuiolably 
holde and keepe that bleſſed hope of your 
beſt inheritance. And as God in mercy hath 
dr avven you out of the ſincke and mier of 


(wruberto,as to all other vices vve are moſt 
by nature ) to the true religion of Chriſh, 
goe foruvards,and moſt humbly and com- 
thanke him forit. Acknovy 
it the create eee 
coulde haue beſtov ved vppon you. Bev dare 
of the e 
this moſt excellent, and rroaiehty _ 
Study by all meanes 2 this holy c 
excellent callinge, that your religion may 
Shine 45 — vvortet as in ee. 
an holy conuerſatiom as in # ſincere profeſ- 
thatwwhere the truth 
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put furthe fo. the inſttuction 0 


an 1 


dependech tbis rigbteouſ | 
knowledge which we baue of the 
— — 


and 1 4 
2.Cor. 1.259. 
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of all 
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But it muſt be noted that in the 


Scripture the ſignification and vle of this 
— — is farre different from 
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2167. chatwhich is vſurped in the bookes of the,pht- 


»- lofophers and ſchoolemen : becauſe they take 

— righteouſneſle , fo a certaine habite and quali | 
tie, which being encloſed in our minde, encli- 
nech vs to line honeſfly , and in ſuch lozte to 02+ 
der the courſe of all our actions, that they be 
| entirelie confozmable to reaſon, and to thole 
| rules that areſecte out vnto vs in the Lawe. 
4 A chinge that we can not doe perfectly , ſeeing 
— — 
infirniitie , and fo2 that our nature 
diſealed"and cozrupted , it yꝛcketh 


1 


art dyinen 
ayd 


teouſnes. 9 
fection of vertue , which we muſt moze loue, 
efteenie and honour , then any other good, and 
apply our whole ſpiricec, and all our vnderſtan 
dinge to atcetne to it, and poſſeſſe it: without 
thinking at any time that this is any meane to 
make vs to be accompted righteous befoze 
God, in whoſe pꝛeſence and judgement all our 
wozkes ſhal euer be found imperfectand dams 16. 4. 18. 
nable, if they be examined accozdingtotheret © 3-& . 
gour of his righteouſnes, ** 
Ta vnderſtande then what this Chyiltian 
righteouſnes is, and in what it conſiſteth, it is 
meete to note, that 


which thing maye cally r 
be oblerued inmany places of the newe eln. | 


Tnſuch lozte, that comparing theſe places 

with on other, a man ſhall-finde chat righteouſ- righteouſ- 
nes is ns other thinge but the meane whereby *<-#. 

we are iuſtified befoze the iudgement ſeate of q 
God. And chat iuſtiſication is nothing elſe but , ;, 
areleale of our ſinnes which we obteine there e i, 
thzough the fauour, and in the contemplation | 
of che merite of Jeſus Chziſt , who hath there 
diſcharged vs, 
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Many kind: But here it is to be noted, that there are ma⸗ 

of indge. Ny kindes of tudgements differing one fro the 

wenzs, Other, that is to wit, there is the tudgement of 

God:the iudgement of the Law:the iudgemẽt 

of men, and ofour owne conſcience:# we muſt 

know whether our owne righteouſnes be ſufl 

tient to ſatisfie ę anſwere toeuerp one of theſe 

- udgementes, and whether the ſame in any of 

theſe ; can ſtande vs in ſteede to obcaine an ac⸗ 

quitement and deliuerance of the accuſations 

that are pzopounded by our enemies there a- 
gainſt vs. 


The udge- Conterning Gods iudgement which is the 
wow of fir of the foure,we mult anſwete that it is im 
Ged. pogſiblethere;that we tan deſende vs; if we 
| baue no other thing to bꝛing fozth and alleage 

but our owne innocencie : f as our 

thoughtes, our affections, our wozdes , our a« 
Pſ«.39-6. ctions, generally our whole life and nature 
32.  beingexamined,itſhalbe found that in man is 
Pat. y. nothing elſe but vanity, and to be ſhoꝛte the ve- 
C rp matter ot death anddamnatton,fo2 how can 


an euill tree bꝛing foꝛch any good fruteꝰ how 


 Similitudas cu rotten and woꝛmeaten ſeede;engender any 


ſeeving abe thing, but like it ſelfe ? In like maner hom can 
— a man fr5 a poyſned & infected veſſel dʒam one 
D, dzop of good wine let vs canclude the, thatwe 


zo do good. neither bo, no tan doe any chinge, that can — 
able 
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no moꝛe endure > hy 

— — 

— — mn eee eee eee 

— incontinently to-come foozchs el 
uenſo it cannot be, bur that cuenalicle tents- 


2. Cen. 3. 5. 


Rom. 2:27, 
a. 
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tation is enough ta dꝛawe the vizard from hy⸗ 
pocrites, & to diſcauer them to enerp one, who 
ſhall knowe , aftet that they ſhalbe ſifted, that 
there was nothing buca colout and an imagi⸗ 
nation of all the reputation uf righteouſnes x 
nu; — — 
Lette vs not make then any actompt of all 
the righteouſnes which can be in bs, noz letvs 
not bꝛing it to ptudgemtt of our God;coberter 
our tauſe, oꝛ tu winne there by lawe any thing 
fo vs. Foꝛaſmuch as there was neuer any o⸗ 


ther cauſe ot᷑ the ruine of the Jewes, no} any 


Rows. 10. 3. 
tighteoulneſſe which they pꝛetenden, but the 
only pꝛeſumptuous opinion they had concea- 


thinge that ouerthzewe them, and made them 
kruſtrate of the hope they had to attaine to the 


ued to be able to appeare there, e2ougy their 
owne righteoulnes, 
Now to the end we faule not headlong into 


e like daunger ann inconueniente, — 


knowledge and freie in our ſelues, that we are 
nor able to thinke one onely good thought, but 
let vs be reſolued in chis, that all our ability is 
from the alone grace and bounty of our God, 
„ #0 all our gloꝛy (as S. Paul ſaytbh) is exclu- 
ded, and we haue not any thiuge in our ſeiues, 
whereof we may boaſt our ſelues. 
Foz beinge naturally deade in ſinne as 
we 


/ 


Ri nes. 15 
we are — any good — ay ow 
But certaine that befoze 5 FO 
— and befoze we be called though the * 
\ grace of God to the knowledge ol him: we are ceonſnes ef 
Dellunde and tan not ſee anywhitce ol the miſte . , before 
| ries and ſecretes of God, Moꝛeouer, we Are Gee, 
deaffe and can not heart his voice : we are ſicke ate No 
of the palley and impotente, and not able to f 4. 


Exec. u. 1 To 


udur which he woulde chewe vs. And although 
of vs, and that being reced» 
God haue accepted — 


nation of all che reputation of righteouſnes x 
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tation is enough ta dꝛawe the vizard from hy⸗ 
pocrites, & to dilcouer them co every one, who 
hall knowe , after that they ſhalbe ſifted, that 
there was nothing but a colout andanimagt- 


vertue, which they had gotten amongeſt men. 
Lette vs not make then any accompt of all 
the righteouſnes which can be in vs, noz let vs 
not bꝛing it to ÿ iuogemẽt of our God, tobetter 
our tauſe, oʒ tu winne there by lawe any thing 
foʒ vs. Fozaſmuch as there was neuer any o. 
ther cauſe of the ruine of the Jewes, no} any 


, thinge that ouerthzewe them, and made them 


Rows. 10. 3. 


from the alone 


Rom. 3.27. 


kruſtrate of the hope they had to attaine to the 
righteoulneſſe which they pꝛetended, hut the 
only pꝛeſumptuous opinion they had concea⸗ 


ued to be able to appeare there, though their 


owne righteduſnes. 

Now to the end we faule not headlong into 
che like daunger and inconuenientce, let vs ac⸗ 
knowledge and freie in our ſelues, that we are 
nor able to thinke one one ly good thought, but 
let vs be reſolued in chis, that all our ability is 
grace and bounty of our God, 
Fo} all our gloʒy (as S. aul ſayth) is exclu⸗ 
ved, and we haue not any thiuge in our ſelues, 
whereof we may boaſt our ſelues. 


-- + "Fo beings naturally dende in ſinne as 


we 


Ri 
we are, can we baue any good motion op fee- Arguments 
linge / But it ts certaine that befoze our rege- * prove che 
neration , and befoze webe calledehzough the . . 
grace of God to the knowledge ol him: we are * 
blinde and can not ſee any whitte of the miſte- „n ;.-;.. 
ries and ſecretesof God. Pozeouer, we are 6.4 
deaffe and can not heare his voice: we are ſicke 1.00. 2.14 
of che palſey and impotente, and not able to 5. 6 
walkeinhis wales : we hane an harte of ſtone, \ 71 
which bzingeth foozth no good affection: and 6. 

a mouth full of bitternes and curſſing, and we 

are as a graue within, from whence commeth ö 
nothinge dut ſtenche and tahruption : to coits 1 . 1 
clude, we are altogether deade, vep2tued of all 

good, in ſuch ſozte , that we haue not any good 
— — mane 

(ſayth S. Auguſtine) fon aſmuch as we are no · Avg»ftine 
thing ol our ſelues but deuills x Sathans:that >" lobe. 
is to ſay of our owne nature, we are enemies 
of God, ofhis honour , of his lawe, and of all 
vertue : and there is not any other difference 
betwirt vs and Deuills, but the onelp id 
which God hath vnto vs, and the gracious fa- 
udur which he woulde ſhewe vs. Andalthough 
God haue accepted of vs, and that being recea- 
ued into his couenaunt, we are conſecrated-bn- 
to him to be his temple: notwithſtand ing all = 


theſe great y incomp2ehenſible fauours which 


nes, 15 
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be hath ſhewed va, we ought not vtterly to abo⸗ 
lich the remembꝛante which we ought alwaies 
to haue of our hozrible cozrupets. The Scrip - 
ture to the ende to repzeſle our pꝛeſumption, # 


ta let, that we fozgecte not what is the cozrup- 
tion of our nature, putteth vs continually in re⸗ 


wayed with 
nothing, nothing would be found heauier then 
they. Beinge then lo noted in the Scripture, 
- pea when we are fo adozned and enriched with 
the great & pꝛecious gifts ofour God: in what 
eſtimation ſhall we haue righteouſnes and ver: 
tues uherrol me thinke to haut ſo great plen- 
w 515 erte end 
„ We da as marchaunts, wha alwates pꝛaiſe 
- fs» andelteeme their wares © marchaundile moe 
&chypo- hen they are wozth2 euen ſo do we of our ver- 
criſe ani tues.; but when they are examined and pziſed | 
»-ſery of by thole which knowe them, as by the ſpirit ol 
ma. Od and his Þ2opbetes, wann 
2 Jed, 


Righteouſnes. 17 


as olde ragges, toꝛne tyed together & patched: 
t as old images new gilded ouer, þ which out- 
wardly haue ſome gliſtering e ſhew, but wich⸗ 
in are nochinge but duſt # durt:o2, as counters 
laſte money, which is of ill mettal how goodly 
a pꝛinte ſoeuer it haue. All our righteouſneſſes „ limes 
ſaith Elay are as olde ragges , foule andloth» 1, e ,,, 
ſome to ſee, O. Paule albeit he walked in the Scripeures, 


law, without rebuke, and that he felt himſelfe & * 
40 Neue Z 


wnrights = 


not culpable in any ching in his conſcience noz 
willingly to haue cranlgreſled : yet notwith- e Ne f 
ſtandinge he eſteemeth his righteouſneſle as „n, before 
dongue, Daniell pzaping vnto God, alleageth Gd. 
not his owne righteouſnes & vertues , neither P. 3.8. 
the righteouſneſle & vertues of his compagni- % 9 . 
ons, to the ende to cauſe God to encline, and to 
heare his pꝛayers. Now ſayth he) that we are 
befoze thy face, we can ſet nothing beſoꝛe thee, 
no2 pꝛopound any thing on our part but ſhame 
and confuſion, Curſed (ſayth Auguſtine) be all / 
our righteouſneſſes, if they be iudged without 
the mercy ol God. And Tertullian: All the Termlien, 
good that we do ( ſapth he) and all the righte⸗ 
ouſneſſe and vertue which is in vs, is nothinge 
but ſhame and repꝛoch. 

When they ſpake theſe thinges, it was not 
without great reaſon, becauſe there is no rigb⸗ 


teouſnes and vertue in vs, which — not defiled 
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Y polluted with great vices. Alſo, there is not 
any faith, which is not mingled with an infinite 
number ofdoubtes, errours and fonde imagi⸗ 
natiõs:noꝛ likewiſe, any godlines which is not 
contaminate with innumerable ſcruples and 
ſuperſtitions. To conclude : all our wine (as 
Bey, 1.22 Eſay ſayth) is mingled with water, and all our 
cozne is full of darnell and durt. 
Theſe mi- Nom if a man woulde boaſt of his ſtrength 
litudes and and helth, and pet were ſubiect to a thouſande 
außer folle- diſeaſes :o; of his knowledge, and yet were 
rs or % ignoꝛant of all good learning:02 of his ritches, 
e beaſity , 
pride of and pet were indebted and indaungered to the 
them, that Whole wo2ld: woulde not euerp one mocke him 
zhinke 10 ag an idiote and a fooleꝰeuen lo we aſwell ſhew 
„ our ignozaunge , and what ſclender vuderſtan- 
3 % ding we haue, when we wil attribute any righ- 
io tand beduſnes to our ſelues, and boaſte our ſelues in 
befe ore God. it, be it neuer ſo litle, 
Ie that is ſtronge ( ſayth Jeremie ) let him 
Tere. 9. 23. nat boaſte and pꝛeſume ofhis ſtrength , noz he 
that is wiſe of his wiſedom, noꝛ he that is ritch 
ofhis ritches, becauſe that, if we conſider what 
we haue on the one ſyde, we muſt marke what 
we lacke on the other. And when all chalbe 
well caſte, it ſhall be founde that the expence 
will farre ſurmounte che receipt, and the debtes 
are much greater, then the „ 
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all that is greateſt vader the Sunne, and that 
which men moſt wonder at and wozſhip in te 
wozlde, is nothing elſe (as Solomon ſapeth) 8 
but vanttie. Is there any thing ſo ſtable and „ © * 
durable, which is not mutable, tranſitoꝛp, and 
vncertaine ? what madnes then is it to make (o 
great a matter and ſo highelp to eſteeme of our 
ſelues, fo2 thinges of ſo ſmall valewe ? we are 
ofcentimes like to thoſe that dzeame and wake i- 
againe, who when they are a fleape thinke to *<*- 
haue founde ſome great treaſure, and haue a 
great toye in it: but after their wakening, thep 
ſce chat all is vaniſhed like ſmoke, whereupon 
they vere e greiue themſelues. Likewiſe when 
we chinke that we are righteous , this is a 
d2eame, which paſſech thꝛough our ſpirits and 
vaniſheth aſſoone as we are awake and are de⸗ 
liuered from the darkenes of ignoꝛance, wher⸗ 
in we were a ſleape and buried, S. Paule whi⸗ 


vntill that God by his grace, had illuminated 
bim, x ſo conſequently the luſtes, 2 coꝛruptiũ þ 
was in his nature. The which made him ſoone 
enough to foꝛgoe the opiniũ which he had con- 
ceaued of ** 
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After that we haue well (wept our cham- 
bers, it ſeemeth vnto vs þ they are very cleane. 


Anm pet notwithſtanding, whẽ the ſunne com- 


meth, to enter there by the windowes, we per⸗ 
ceaue ſtreight waies by the beames an infinice 
deale ol duſt, which p philoſophers call motes: 
even ſo oftentimes befoze we be wel inſtructed 
in p law of God, if we be exempted from groſle 
& palpable ſinnes, ſuch as are murthers,whoz- 
domes, theftes, we gloꝛie that we are perfect 
and innocent. But when our conlciences come 
to be diſcried by the woꝛd of God, x that Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt who is the light hath entred there by 
his ſpirite: then he maketh vs to ſee by his 
beames an infinite number of faultes and im⸗ 
perfections, which are hidden in our heartes, 


- agarethe ſerpentes in their holes. S. Paule 


ſayth that he neuer vnderſtoode, that concupi⸗ 
ſcence was a vice, vntil he had ſeene in the law, 
that it was there foꝛbidden. Pea, but hadde he 
not learned this in the ſchoole of Gamaliel, be⸗ 


 fozehis conuerſion ? J graunt,as concerninge 


the outwarde barke and ſuperficially. But he 
had not attained pet to the bottome, the which 
we can not do, vntill we haue ben in the ſchoole 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, whoe in the law wil make vs 
truely to know both God and our ſelues, euen 
as the ſunne ſhining by his bzightnes * 
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* vntill that their „ 
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vs to ſee it ſelfe, and all thinges with it. 4 
In the night by reaſon of the varkeneſſe n eher 
ſpꝛeade vpon the earth, all thinges are hidde Ele 
and couered : which cauſech that we can not dif 
cerne and diſcouer the ſpottes which we haue 
in our faces: But when the light to 
appeate, and that we take a glaſſe, to beholde 
our ſelues therin: chen they are diſcouered and 

ſhewe themlelues : euen ſo likewiſe during the 
time that we are couered with the darkenes of 
ignozaunce, the vices that dwell in vs, are hid⸗ 
den there, and oftentimes we thinke, being 
lepꝛous & defo2med, that we are bewtifull and 
perfect: but our eyes being open, and illumi⸗ 
nate by the ſpirite and grace of our God, and 
taking the glaſſe of the law, therein to beholde 
the eftate of our nature and our life : then we 
beginne to knowe the great and greuous im- 
perfections that are in vs :and we attonce looſe 
the opinion which we had conceaued befoze, of 
our owen righteouſnes and vertues. 
We are oftentimes like vnto dzounkardes 4» ocher | 
who being ouercharged with wine and meate, /ni5:uds, 
haue no maner of knowledge oz feeling of the 
caſe wherin they are,noz of any thing elſe, and 
yet hauing their face couered, and all to be⸗ 
raped with durt, they canne not perceaue it 
1 their 
j 
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bzaine delivered from thoſe fames and va⸗ 
pours wherby they were ſo letted, & darkened, 
We likewiſe, befoze we be regenerate, are in 
ſuch ſo2te beſotted with a lone that we beare to 
our ſelues, and with a vaine opinion that we 
haue conceaued of our ſelues,that we know not 
the filthyneſſe and vilanies wherwith we are 
berayed. But when the lighte of the ſpirite and 
woꝛd of God beginnes to bꝛeake fozth vnto vs, 
we come by litle and litle to bꝛeake and ſcatcer 
thoſe cloudes, which were befoze our ſenſes, 
and recouering the view of our reaſon, we bes 
ginne to awake our ſelues, and diſtouer the pi⸗ 
tie full and miſerable eſtate wherin we are. And 
looke as this knowledge groweth and encrea⸗ 
ſeth in vs, ſo much the moze it augmenteth and 
encreaſech the knowledge ol our vices and im · 

& perfections . As we may ſee by experience in 
—— the lathers, who though they were notable and 
and Apoſt. excellent perſonages, and marked with all no- 
lec:inwhom table vertues: yet notwithſtanding they made 


The PA- 


122 no accompt of them:but contrarywiſe they con⸗ 


their righ- 


ae, felled that they were the greateſt ſinners in the 


woꝛlde as a man mape ſee by thoſe goodly con · 
feſſiong which the ſcripture mentioneth , to 
haue bin made of Abꝛaham, Iſaac, Jacob, Das 
uid, Jeremte, Daniell, S. Paule, O. John, 
and generally ofthe whole Church: by which 

we 
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we woulde iudge them to haue bene the moſf 
wicked men, which were vpan the earth, if we 
knew not the humilitie, that was in them, and 
in what contempt they had them ſelues and 
their wozkes, foz che great knowledge they 
had of the lawe of God: the which engendzed 
in them an other thinge, to wit, the knowledge 
of the imperfection which was in them and in 
their life, when they came to meaſure it,acco2» 
ding to the rule of the lawe, & bzoughtall their 
thoughtes, deſires, wozdes and actions, to be 
tried by the will and oꝛdinaunce of God, 

Te ſaye in a common pꝛouerbe, that ſuch a 
one as thinketh himſelle in beſt health, carieth 
death in his boſome. Thich muſt not onelp be 
vnderſtood of the bodely helth , but alſo of the 


health ofthe ſoule. Foz the diſeaſes ofthe body gib. 


are nothing ſo dangerous,asthole of the ſoule: de ale 


becauſe that verie manp ( albeit their hartes = comm 
are full of diſtruſtes , doubtinges, errozs, falſe 7s 


opinions,ingratitudes,enutes,reuengementcs, 
darkenes, ignozance, and other deadely diſ⸗ 
eaſes ) neuertheles they thinke them ſelues 
in very good health, and that their righteouſ: 
nes is ſufficient to enable them, to aunſwer 
and ſatisfie che iudgement of God. As that 
p2owde Phariſe , who in ſteade of 
himlelfe befoze God —— — 

J 


Lac . | 


Mat.19.20 


Jere. 2. 23. 
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to him ſetteth fozthe and ertolleth his owen 
, wozkes, inhispzaper: And the Scribe that 
bꝛagged, that he had accompliſhed che whole 
law:and the Sinagogue, that boaſted her lelfe, 
of her owen innocencp, and in that, that ſhe had 
not ſinned. Wherefoze God cauſed complainte 
to be made againſt her, to conuince her of hipo⸗ 
criſie, and of the ſinnes, chat ſhe had foꝛgotten, 
thzough negligence , and of the loue, that ſhe 
ought to haue bone vnto him. 

Although then that God doth not alwayes 
diſcouer our faultes wholly vnto vs, he wil not 
therefoze that we make light of them: but if we 
do, he ſtreight wapes calleth vs to a reckning, 
and requireth them of vs, and conſtraineth vs 
toconfeſle them vnto him, that he may foꝛgiue 
vs: to the ende, that we maye haue occaſion 
hereby, to acknowledge and let foꝛth his great 
liberalitie. And this is all that he requireth and 
demaundeth of vs foꝛ hauing acquited and dif- 


charged vs ol ſuch a great and notable ſumme, 


wherein we were indebted to him. Foz looke 
how much ſoeuer of the glozie of any righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe and vertue we attribute to our ſel⸗ 
ues, ſo muche we diminiſhe of the bountie 


and liberalitie of our God, and we p2ouoke 


him to ielouſte, becauſe we beare him not that 
loue , no2 reverence, that we owe vnto — | 
ut 


vx" — VS TIC ww TS © as 


inuiolable loue and fidelitie that he beareth vn- 
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but doe moze loue our owen honottr then his. 
And euen like as a houſband louing his wife .4 f. 
tenderlp, (to make his affection knowen vnto . 
— vpon her many great pꝛeſentes 


golde and coſtly iewelles, ) is verie heauie if 
ſhe diſſemble the gifts which he hath beſtowed 
bpon her, and ſaye ſhe hath purchaſed them by 
her owen mony: Euen ſo God can in no wiſe be 
pleaſed with vs, if we will conceale oz els attri⸗ 
bute to our ſelues, þ graces which he hath be» 
ſtowed vpon vs, which he woulde haue to be 
teſtimonies, tokens and demonſtrations ofthe 


to vs. 

Poiſes ſaide vnto the people of Jſrael,whi- 
leſt they were pet in the wildernes: When 
thou ſhalt come into the lande which God hath 
pꝛomiſed to thy fathers, and ſhalt haue taken 
poſſeſſion thereof, and peaceably eniope the 
fruictes and delicate thinges that it ſhall bring 
foꝛth vnto thee, Take good heede that thou ſap Deus. f. and 
not, that they ſfrengthand'righteouſnes hath + 

gotten all this: but acknowledge that God, by 
bis onely goodnes and loue which he beareth 
bnto thee, hath ſhewed theſe greatbenefices and 
fauours to thee , without hauing any reſpect of 
thee, who waſt a rebellious and idolatrous peo⸗ 


ple, noz to thy wozkes, which were altogether 
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vitious and faulcte : euen ſo if God hath once 
bꝛought vs into his Church, let vs beware that 
we laye not that we haue merited oz gotten the 
graces that be there communicated vnto vs 
by our owne induſtrie: but let vs continually 
confeſle our pouertie and vnwoꝛthynes, and ac⸗ 
knowledge with the Apoſtle, that in that we 
are vertuous, we are ſo, by the meane of his 
onelp goodnes: and then without all compari⸗ 
ſon we ſhalbe richer & happyer, then we ſhould 
be, if we woulde be ſo, by our owne meane and 
by our own ſtrẽgth: much moꝛe I ſay by the li⸗ 
berality of our good God, who is much richer 
and moze aboundaunc co gene vnto vs, then 
dur owne ſtrength and fozce can purchaſe, oz 
heape vpon vs. And we mult perſwade our 
ſelues that God can doe vs moze good in one 
moment, then we knowe howe co deſire 02 to 
tompaſſe by aur trauell oz diligence, in tenne 
milions of peares. 
hat cauſe then is there, that we ſhoulde 
not defire and labour to be moꝛe righteous by 
the grace of our God, then by our own vertue? 
haue neede ꝗ man ſhalbe a great deale moze healthful that 
2 7 2 2. will be thꝛougbly gouerned by the regiment e 
onely grace counſell of ſome good and expert philitions, 
then he that wil be lead altogether by his owne 


of God. 
appetice, A beaſt is a greace deale better go⸗ 
uer⸗ 


Righteouſnes. 27 
nerned by man, then it can be by it ſelle. A 
feilde, a vine, a tree, are in much better caſe, 
being tilled, cutte and pꝛuned by labourers and 
houſbandmen, then il they were lefte to them 
ſelues , Bodies alſo being alone, and without 
any liſe, are blockes, but hauing the ſoule and 
life in them, they are applyed and vſed to an 
infinite nomber of goodly and excellẽt actions: 


Whereby a man mape ealelp perceaue , that 


the inferiour natures, ta the ende they may be 
well 
uernement & guiding ofthe ſuperiour-{Uhice 
commeth it then, that in the matter of righte- 
ouſnes , we thinke that our reaſon and will 
haue moze might, then the grace of our God? 

There are certaine glozious beaſtes, which 
bzagge that they haue gotten that which they 
knowe, by their owne onelp diligence , and 
without the helpe of any other maiſter and tea⸗ 
cher: and that they are no further bounde , foz 
the good they know, then to their owne labour 
and crauell, And alſo there be ſome others pet 
moꝛe pꝛowde and arrogant, who thinke them 
ſelueg wich power ſufficiently enabled, to get 
all yertues by their owne naturall faculties: 


and ruled, haue neede ofthe go⸗ 


as Pelagius and all his ſecte, who cannenot p. Ag 
better ſhew their arrogancte and ignoꝛaunce, & hs [ca 


7 
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ſelues, and hauing in ſuch eſtimation andad⸗ 
miration , the naturall foꝛce and power, which 
they falſly attribute to them ſelues. The which 
is an evident ligne, that they neuer knewe 
them ſelues no2 the ſtrength of their owne 
ſhoulders , in vaunting ſo of the weakenes and 
pouertie that is in them. 

But foꝛ our partes, if we deſier to be cladde 
with a righteouſnes, which is able to ſtand be⸗ 
foe the face of God, and to appeare with aſſus 
raunce in his judgement , let vs not ſeeke it in 
our ſelues, but let vs ſeeke it, and linde it, in the 
onely grace and mercie of our God. Fo (as 
S. Auguſtine ſapeth ) there is nothing within 
vs, that can pleaſe and contente him, but one⸗ 
ly that, which he hath put in vs of his owne 
goodneſſe. 

Let vs not then follow theſe pꝛowde ſpi⸗ 
rites, which delight and contente them ſelues 
in nothing but in their own wozkes,# thzough 
a doting imagination accompting and eſtee- 
ming them goodly and perfect, euen as apes 
do their pounge ones: but contrarywile.let all 
that is in vs, and all that we do, diſpleaſe vs. and 
let vs be the firſt iudges to condemne our ſel⸗ 
ues and our woꝛkes, fozalmuch as the meane 
to come to richteoulnes , is to be able to ap⸗ 


moch with confidence, to the thꝛone and iudge⸗ 
ment 
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ment ſeate of our God, and continually to ſape 
with the holy Apoſtle: I knowe that I am R. 14. 
carnall and ſoulde vnder ſinne: by meanes | 
whereof J can in no wiſe appꝛoue that which I 
doe. Fo2 J doe the euill which diſpleaſeth me, 
and can not do the good J lone & deſire to doe, 
certainelie, there is not in me, {that is to ſaye 
in my fleſh ) any good chinge , I ſee and feele 
continually in my members a law which figh⸗ 
teth againſt che lawe of mp minde, and leadeth 
me captiue to the lawe of ſinne which is in mp 
members. 

O how this confeſſion ought thꝛoughly to 
beate downe the pꝛide and arrogancie of thoſe 
pꝛeſumptuous ones, and ſtop vp the mouthes 
of all choſe that wilbe tuſtified by their owne 
woꝛkes and vertues! Fo2 it commeth from a 
veſſell and inſtrument which God by ſpiricuall ll 
fauour had choſen from among all the men of p conſidere- 
world, and who euen in thoſe times of his igno- ©» vpn 
raunce liued in ſuch ſoꝛte accoꝛding to the righ⸗ 3 
teouſnes of the lawe , that he was blameleſſe ½ % 
and vnrebukeable towardes men. What a one miſerable 
then might he be (being regenerated, taken vp Yer. 
into the third heauen, where he had heard ſe- 712.1. 
cretes , which it was not lawfull fo him to vt 7:7" 2 
ter, æ who had ſo greatly trauelled in the wozke cr. 11. f. 


ofthe Lo2d to plante and to water his Church, 23. 
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that therein he paſſed and farre out wente all 
his compagnions. And to conclude , he gaue 
place to none of them, neither in knowledge, 
noꝛ in ʒeale, noz in high, and diuine medita · 
tions, no! in diligence, noꝛ in vertues, noꝛ in 
any other ching which was agreable to his vo⸗ 
catio;to2 his good and vprighte walking ther⸗ 
in. Il chen ſuch a perſon did in ſuch ſoꝛte and ſo 
much humble him lelfe , what ought we to do 
after him? 
An «cher Jlaye, whoſe mouth and tongue was clean⸗ 
. of ſed by one of the Cherubins, æ was ſente from 
or 75 2 *4- yefore the face of God fo2 this purpoſe: who 
++ rel Aſo had ercrciled his miniſterie in the Church 
ſeruaun: of of God the ſpace of thee ſkoze peares and 
God. moꝛe, and without ceaſing day and night, was 
Iſcie 6.6. ag a good watchman vpon the wall to diſcouer 
the comming of the enemies, to the ende that 
both him ſelfe , and thoſe ouer whome he had 
charge might not be ouer taken though neglt- 
gence: what layth he ol him ſelfe ? and in what 
place and degree doth he put him ſelfe? Thou 
art ( ſapeth he to God) our Creatour and we 
are nothing but earth and duſt. All our righ⸗ 
teouſnes is as filthie cloutes, and we are all 
faded as a leafe, and our iniquities haue caried 
vs as the winde:there is none that callech vpon 


thy name, no? that ſtirreth vp him leite to laye 
holde 


Iſaie 46.8. 
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holde vpon thee: Fo2 thou haſt hidde thy face 
from vs, and haſt conſumed vs becauſe of our 
iniquities. Ought not this confeſſion to make 
all the glozie and righteonſnes of theſe pꝛoude 
hypochꝛites, to bluſh fo2 ſhame ? Certainely 
the perfection which choſe imagine, deſeruech 
not to be compared to the (mperfection of thoſe 
excellent ſeruauntes of God, noz their phanta- 
ſticall riches and abondaunce to their pouerty, 
Fo? aſmuch as the baſeſt golde, though it be 4 Anil. 
rayed with ſome dirte, is alwayes moze p2e- he 2 
— then the bzighteſt lead that a man tan e + 
ftude. Euen ſo the righteouſnes ofa Chziftian ,, fuſs of 
man, though it be defiled thꝛough many inftr: 
mities and imperkections, vet notwitchſtanding 
is moꝛe to be eſteemed then all the righteoul⸗ 
neſſe of hypocrites and infidelles, 

There is nothing better, then fo2 a man to 7 
humble himſelfe befoze God. Humtlitte was ela 
the cauſe that the Caanityſh who was other- hnwie. 
wiſe a dogge, became a fairhfull woman, and 
that her faith was pꝛeferred, befo2e the faich of 
all the people of God, Becaule there ts no bet- 
ter meane, tolifte vs bp, then to humble our 
ſelues : tobe wiſe, then to repute our ſelues 
fooles : to be ſtrong, then to feele our one debi⸗ 
litie and weakenes. And this S. Auguſtin con⸗ 
firming, ſayeth, that all our ſtrength is in hu⸗ 


[ 


| 


| 
| 
i 
I i 
| 


ö 


N much, as all pꝛowd perſons ſtape them ſelues, 


| prowde and bpon their owne ſtrength, that is, ſtaye vpon a 
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militie, and that there is nothing moze weake 
and fraile then pꝛyde and pꝛeſumption. Fozaſ- 


0 the hun xt ede and bpũ the ice of one nights freſing:and 


eu. 


are like vnto ſmoke that mounteth vp on high, 
and ſo in going vp is ſcattered and commeth to 
nothing. But the humble man is as arocke oz 
a ſquare body, which is alwapes ſteyed on 
which ſide ſoeuer it be turned, and there is no 
man (as ſayeth that ſame good father) ſo harde 
to be healed, as he that th inketh him ſelfe co be 
hoale: fozalinuch as he alwayes refuſeth coun- 
ſell of the phiſition, and will cake no remedies, 
noꝛ keepe any good dyet oꝛ gouernment ofhim 
ſelfe, which ſhoulde be meete and healchfull foz 
him. Euen ſo like wiſe there is no man farther 
ol from the righteouſnes ol God, then he that 
hath ſome good opinion ot him ſelle. Foz ſuch 
commonly are obſtinate, and can not without 
great difficultie , be bzought from the perſwa⸗ 
ſion, which they haue conceaued of their owne 
righteouſnes. 

There is chen no greater pꝛeſumption no2 


— moze daungerous in the woꝛlde, then this. Foꝛ 


who ſoeuer pꝛeſumeth ſo of his owne ſtength x 
vertue, # that he can of him ſelfe become wile, 
be maketh himlelfe equal with God. Foz there 
is 


— — 
— — — 9 * — — 
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Righteouſnes. 37 
is none but God, which is of him ſelle, my 
nature wiſe, rightedus, bleſſed and 
Men are not otherwile wiſe , then 
and inſtruction: no2 righteous, 
noꝛ happie, but by he — MPG) 
tion ol the ſoueraigne good: Athen a man wil 
depende bpon him ſelle, and eſtabliſh in him 
ſelle the foundatiõs of felicitie and 


pꝛeſuming that through 


the light & —— 
ee ett bebe oor 


and by the power sr bir bum wi ; N 
nes and by the contentatſon and delf "which" 
he haͤth 11 his owne vertues and attions, per · 
kecte felititie:certainly this man eſteemeth him 
ſelfe to be like vnto God. But thoſe pt rlones 


that haue ſuch an opintõ, and pꝛeſume ſo nuch 2.92, 


of them ſelues, they are founde in the ende to 
come to ſhoꝛte of their atromptꝛbecauſe it tom · 

meth to palle with them as it did to our foze fa ⸗ 
thers, who when they acknowledged not the 
honour which God had beſtowed vp5 them, but 

went about to liſte vp them ſelues in an — 
degree then he had ſetce them, they fell at 
hedlonge, and became like vnto bꝛute be 


beinge become d2unken and beſides 7 Ä 
thꝛough che great victozies and pꝛoſperities 


which thing happened to — 55 


— 5 » thought 8 bp to 6.6. 


Exod. 20.5. 
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heauen and to make himſelfe equall with God: 


but contrary to his expectation,to beate downe 


and bꝛeake the idle thoughts and diſcourſes of 


his harte (no otherwiſe then happened to them 


that builded the tower of Babell) God haumg 


attonce diſcharged him of his aucthozitie, di⸗ 
gnitie and mighte, together wich the laue, 
obedience, feare, and fidelitie of his ſubiectes, 
freinds and ſeruaunts, in the end hauing made 
him like to wilde beaſtes, wich whom he lived, 
and did eate, and dꝛinke, as though they had 
bene his familiers and compagnions: he was 
taught by experience what it was, and the daũ⸗ 
ger therof fot an earthly man to ſeeke to exalte 
himſelke, and to take vpõ him to be haile fellow 
wich God: fozaſmuch as he is geleous of his 
glozie, and can not at any hande abyde that bis 
gloꝛie ſhoulde be abaſed oz diminiſhed, without 
being kindled & pꝛouoked to reuenge him ſelfe 
vpon all thoſe whom he findeth guiltie of any 
ſuch audacitie and raſhenes . Me waulde ſhew 
vs that we are bounde vnto God fox. all the 
good thinges we haue, and that we owe vnto 
him therin faith and homage , and pꝛincipally 
fo2 thoſe ſpirituall giftes of our goodnes and 
felicitie : ſo as he wilbe accompted and confe(- 
ſed to be the chiefe cauſe and chanthour of 


that we are, afterwardes fo2 this that we are 


good, 


— v —— — 
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good, and to conclude foz that we are bleſſed: 
and when ſo euer we will attribute any of theſe 
thꝛee chinges vnto our ſelues, o2 elle referre 
that vnto any other then to him , he can not 


Alexander the Great hearing the rehearſall -4/exnder 


ol the great victozies and Conqueſtes which 
Philippe his father had gotten and made, 
was greiued, fo2 that his father hauinge lo 
bꝛought into ſubiectid the whole counttey and 
b2ideled his enemies on euery ſide, already he 
tooke from him all hope of doinge any honoꝛa⸗ 
ble 02 glozious thing: As he had bozne himſelle 
in hande he woulde doe, it ſo fauling out that 
matter and occaſion to emplope himſelle, and 
his power failed him not. Foꝛ this is the pꝛo⸗ 
pertie of all valliant and noble Pꝛinces, to be 
agreiued when they looſe opoztunitie to make 
themſelues eſteemed and to win honour and 
renowen by their pzoweſſe , and that they are 
conſtrained to reſt chem ſelues and be idle ac 
home in their houſe, as cowardes miching and 
daſtardes. In ſo much, as there is nothing that 
they are moze gredie of, then the glozie and 
immoxcalitie of their names, Js it then any 
meruaill if God who ts altogether perfect, am 
in whome a man cannot repzehend any ching, 
eee 


a =: 


the Great 


e of 


0145 princes, 
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gloꝛp:ſeeing that ſinnefullmen are ſo deſirous 
of rheirs, if once they thinke to haue any thing 
in them that is commendable , But as concer- 
ning vs, we mape not {after our ſelues to be 
varnquiſhed oꝛ onermaiſtred of any ſuch pal⸗ 
ſion, which (as S. Auguſtine ſapeth) is the 
woꝛſt guide, and moſt dangerous counſatloge, 
that we can chooſe, to rule and gouerne our 
actions by. And it is impoſlible but that we 
ſhoulde obaye this paſſion, when we are once 
ſubmitted vnto it, and become the ſclaues 
chereok | 
-'\Wherefoze that we may go ſafely, we muſt 
be mainteined in a ſimple humilitie, not lifting 
vp our heartes to hie, but in ſuch wiſe taminge 
our appetites, that we be like to litle childzen 


A ſimili- 


ide (hey. that come from the nourſe. They that gor the 
ing the ui Plaine'waye , are nat in ſu greate daunger to 
— fall as they which go bpon che ridge ofhouſes, 
d vppon the toppe of ſome highe mountaine: 
Euen ſo they that wilbe modeſt and haue no 
o 


pinion of them ſelues, they goe a great deale 
moe ſately and ſurelpy, then they which haue a 
bigge hearte, and loftie lookes, Fo2 the waye 
that leadeth to life is ſtraight. And ſo is the 
gate whereby a man muſt enter there. Ahere⸗ 
fore if we will paſſe chereat, we muſt not be fo 
bigge and puffed vppe wich an opinion = our 
| elues: 


— 


| 
1 
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ſelues: but we muſt be leane and ſpare, and we 
mult not eſteeme moze ot our ſelues then we 
are woꝛthe. 


Philo the Jewe wiiteth that the cauſe why Fg "was 
leauen was foꝛbidden the Jewes, at the fealt of „„ of che 


the Paſſeouer was, to giue them to vnderſtand len far: 
em bi cn 9 


the Iew es. 


that by this pꝛohibition, they had to keep th 
ſelues from the daunger of pꝛyde and pꝛeſump⸗ 
tion, into which they doe eaſely ſlide and fall, 

wbich haue any opinið of them ſelues, puſfing 
bp themſelues, therby as the dough is with the 
leauen. Wherefoe it is very requiſite that we 
take good heede, in all our wozkes , to fallowe 
that counſel which our Sautour Chyilt giueth 
touching our almes:to witte,that our left hand 
know not what our right hand doeth,He would 
teach chereby, that we ought to be ſo vertuous, 
that our vertue be knowen to all the woꝛlde, to 
the ende to edifie them which ſhall ſee it and 
knowe it: but of our ſelues it muſt not be 
knowen, fo? feare that we knowing it, it en⸗ 
gender ſome p2eſumption in vs, which might 
cozrupte that fozeſaide vertue: like as the lea⸗ 
uen ſow2eth the vough wherein it is mingled, 
But this ambition, as it is maſked. and diſ⸗ 
guiſed, ſo it knoweth very well howe to dil⸗ 
ſemble. and to flatter our appetites: ſo as we 
can hardly take de to our ſelues, yea though 


C u 


A fomili- 
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we ſtudie the beſt we can, to be humble: fozaf: 
much as it ſtealech vnawares vppon vs, and 
ſhzowdeth it ſelle ſecretely within our hearte, 
within which oltentimes it is founde oz euer 
we wiſte that it was entred. And this is the rea» 
ſon why S. Auguſtine ſapeth, that all other 
ſinnes are to be feared and fled indifferently of 
all perſons: but the moſt perfect , and the beit 
exerciſed and experienced in vertue ought 
pʒincipally to take heede of this rocke. Foz, 


ub aganſ ag wo2mes engender ſoner in a ſofte and ten⸗ 


tion. 


der wodde, then in other that is moze harde 
and knottie: and likewiſe as mothes do bꝛeede 
ſoner in fine woll, then in courſe flockes: euen 
ſo ambitiũ ſoner aſſaulteth an excellẽt and rare 
man in all kinde ol vertue, then an other which 
is not ſo vertuous. 
It is therefo2e verie needefull that we take 
good heede þ we be notfleapp,neither become 
flothfull „As it happened ſometimes vnto Da⸗ 


* uid,as himſelfe confeſleth, ſaping: when J was 


in pꝛoſperitie I thought J houlde neuer be 
ſhaken: The Lo2d hauing in ſuch ſoꝛte eſtabli⸗ 
ſhed me c vnderpꝛopped me by his grace, ſo as 
J aſſured my ſelfe to be firme as the rocke: but 
aſſoone as he had turned away his coũtenaunce 
and taken his ſpirite from me, I was founde 
on the earth » and J beganne to know and feele - 
my 
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my feeblenes and infirmicte, It is conteniente 
therefo2e that we be vigilant co conſider well 
all the meanes, and pꝛeuent all thole wapes by 
which we maye be taken and deceaued, There mil 
be ſome which are like to thoſe that tugge at * at 
the dare in a Galley. A man woulde tüwge % , 
ſeeing their manner of doinge and howe they "I 
Nreatch their armes foꝛ ward, that chep would 
goe on and laile foꝛthe right : when with all 
their might they enfozce them ſelues to dꝛawe 
backe wardes: euen ſa being vaine glozious, 
they wil neuertheleſſe perlwade, that they haue 
nothing in greater deteſtatiũ then vaine gloꝛte: 
when there is not any thing whereok they are 
moꝛe deſirous and gredye. Such in times pal 
were the Phariſeis as are pet at this dape the 
Pꝛieſts and Monkes ofthe Papacie, who haue 
theirgzeartes ſwolne and puffed vp with ambi⸗ 
tion: which they cloke and coulour under the „ 1 
vizarde and outwarde ſhew of humilitie. Theſe , uk 
mape be reſembled to Antiſthenes, who on a may be re. 
time walked in the common place at Athens, embed. 
with a cloke all to toꝛne and tottred, to the end 
that euery one beholding him ſo apparaſled, rr 3 
might iudge that he did it thzongh humilitie, — 
and not kon lacke of goods, becauſe he was a ee, 
man wel effeemed and ol good reputation. But 
Dorratos haning diſconered Ae | 

"nh 
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and ripenes of his good ſpirite and judgement 
the hypochziſie of this philoſopher , ſayd all a 
lowde, that he ſawe his ambition, tchꝛough the 
hoales of his cloke. Diogenes alſo entring on 
a time into Plato his chamber, and ſeeing his 
bed very finely made (becauſe being of a ciuile, 
and gentleman like nature, he was nete, in his 
moueables apparell, and geſtures, and to be 
1: ne- Vogt, in all his conterſation) he went and wal⸗ 
;ed of pride Jed him ſelle like a wine vpon it,laping that 
y Diogenes be trampled downe Plgtoes pꝛyde: but Plato 
whom lile- aun{wered readelp , that this was done with a 
wiſe he re- greater p2ide ; whereby itmape-appearethac 
2. yin there are many conterfaict humilitics, ſeruing 
fo2 no other purpoſe but to abuſe the imple, 

who can not beware of chem. 
Humilitie There be of them others, who hauing a cer⸗ 
in worden taine verball humilitie in mouthe, onely ſape 
they pꝛeſume not any thing of them ſelues, and 
that they. woulde they were as cleane ſrom o⸗ 
ther ſinnes as from that of ambition. And pet 
a man mape ealely knom by their letches, the 
great deſire and gredynes that they haue ol ha⸗ 
nours, ſeeking all che wayes they can, to com 
paſſe them, and piteouſſy tozmentinge them 
ſelues, when they ſee they are ſruſtrat ol chem. 
Adve hereunto, that they deſire to be flattered, 
and are neuer ſo well contente as wen 9p 
25 eare 
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heare themſelues extolled, and there owne 
pꝛaiſes ſet out: contrarywiſe neuer ſo diſplea⸗ 
ſed, as when they ſee men huſhte and ſaye no⸗ 
thing pzaiſwozthy of them: 02 any manner of 
wape to obſcure them: herein they diſcouer 
their notablehypochziſie , andſhew euidentlp, 
that they are lyers, and accule and condemne 
themſelues: when they confeile that they are 
teinted with other ſinnes, and yet will be free 


from this of ambition. Foz ( as B. James laue, 2.10. 


ſayeth:) He that ſinneth in one point ol che law, 
he is giltie of all, Which thing euery one may 
acknowledge in himſelfe, if he will well exa⸗ 
mine the bottome, and ſecrets of his owne con⸗ 
ſcience, and conſider by pecemeale all the cir: 
cumſtaunces of euer ſinne. Fo as among the 
vertues there is ſuch a chayne as entertaineth 
and embzaceth each other, (as men that are in 
a roũde 02 that hold one an other vp the hande) 
euen ſo among vices there is ſuch a conſpiratiũ 
as lightely they are neuer ſondꝛed one from the 
other. Whereupon we muſk think that we can 
not be giltie of any one vice but we muſt alſo in 
like manner be giltie ot all the other. 
Theſe then be not thoſe humilites, (being 
counterfait and baſtardlike ) that it becom- 
mech vs tobzing to the iudgement ol God, to 
delende vs: fozaſmuch ( as Dauid ſapeth) that 
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the cauſe of all repꝛobates ſhall there be quite 
onerthzowen,and all their actions condemned, 
Gregeryibe being ſtrange from God. But the true humi⸗ 
«dine. litie which God requireth , and which is neceſ⸗ 
ſarie, fo2 to make vs appeare with confidence 
befoze his face, is a true knowledge which we 
[ ought to haue of our ſelues, and which engen · 
dꝛeth in vs a true feeling of ourvices and im · 


perfectious, and cauſeth vs to bewaile and la⸗ 

| mente, to accuſe and confeſſe them befoze God: 
and maketh vs alwates aſhamed and confoun- 
ded befoze his maieſtie: in ſuch ſoꝛt that when 

2 we appeare befoze him, we dare no moe lifce 
Tc 18.14 bp our eyes to heauen, then that publicane:but 
looking downe to the earth we ſaye with him: 

Loꝛde be mercyfull to me pooze and wꝛetched 

Tal. 5 4. . ſinner: and with Dauid: walh me O Loꝛd from 
my iniquitie, & cleanſe me from all my ſinnes. 

P.. 143.2 Allo as he ſapeth elſe where: Enter not into 
iudgement with thy ſeruaunt: Foꝛ no man li⸗ 
uing ſhalbe inſtiſied in thy pꝛelence: and with 
Dan. 9. 5. 7. Daniel: O Loꝛd to thee belongeth righteoul⸗ 
nes, and to vs ſhame and conkuſton: fox we haue 

ſinned , we haue committed iniquitie, we haue 

bene wicked and rebellious, and haue alwayes 

bene contrary to thy commaundementes and 
_ ' Withſuch an humdlicte and confeſſion, we 
mape 
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maye at all howers pꝛeſent our ſelues befoze 
God, and be aſſured that he will not reiecte vs 
from his p2eſence : becauſe (as Dautd ſapeth) P/«-51.196 
he neither deſpiſeth noz reiectech ſozrowfull 
ſoules, hearts that are humbled and caſt down, | 
and penitent ſpirits. Jſay ſayeth: . whom Iſai 66.2, 
ſhall the ſpirite of the Loꝛde reſt, but vpon the | 
humble, and. vpon him that tr at his 
wozde ? S.Juguftine ſayeth: that men ioyne We 
them ſelues and ſeeke out ſuch as are their e⸗ 
quaſes , and mape match them in greatnea, di⸗ 
gnitie and riches: but contrarywiſe God who 
is che ſoueraigne in maieſtie and highnes, he 
topneth him ſelle to none, but to thoſe that are 
humble and lowly in their owne ſight. 

Let vs conclude then that there is nothing — 
ſo neceſſary and expediente, as to humble and #5 — 
thꝛow downe our ſelues, as hath bene ſaid. Me op 
ſee that reedes and young ofpers, which bowe , 
and yeelde to the wind, abide ſtable fo2 the time us 
of the tempeſt, where as the greate trees that 
ſeeme to be ſo ſtrong and ſo wel rooted, can not 
reſiſte the violence and foꝛce of a great winde, 
ſo as many times they are blowen downe, ſhi⸗ 
uered and rooted vp by the rootes:euen ſo there 
is none loſte, condemned, deſtroyed and ouer⸗ 
thꝛowen in the iudgement of God: but he that 
will be there compted good, and will defende 


. 


1 00 be- 


Fee God. 


| 2 hf. 


| og ghe to be 


| when they It is a great repꝛoch and ſhame amongeſt men 
preſone thẽ fo2 a man tobzeake and become bankeroute fox 
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him ſelfe there with the vertue & ſfrength ol his 
own righteouſnes. Foꝛ this is as a great thun · 


— 4 der, that neuer putteth foxth his might but as 


gainſt thinges of reſiſtaunte: but againſt any 
- beape of earth, oz againſt a wolle packe, oz 
ſome ſuch other flexible & yeelding ſubſtaunce, 
the blow is bzoken and it ſtreight wares dpeth, 


woꝛldly goods:but befozeGod it is a great glo⸗ 
rie and honour, and we know nat how to do any 
thing moze p2oficable and honozable fo2 vs, 
then (as a man woulde ſaye) to laye the keyes 
vnder the doze , and to fozſake all, confeſſing 
that we haue no meane to pape, & to diſcharge 
our ſelues towardes his righteouſnes. Ne had 
neede in this caſe to be like couetous men, who 
alwayes thinke that they are pooze, how great 
ſubſtaunce ſoeuer they haue, becauſe they haue 
moꝛe regard to thaſthey deſire, thẽ to that they 
haue. Moꝛeouer, they thinke alwayes (as the 
Poete ſayeth) that their neighbours vineyeard 
# feelde is goodlier e moꝛe fructtul then theirs. 
Ie in like maner conſidering both our ſelues, 
and the whole eſtate of our life, ſhall finde that 
that which is maymed and wantinge in vs, is 
moze then that which either we haue 92 canne 
haue heere in this wozlde . Let vs not _—_ 

| theres 
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therefoze to be rich befoze God, o that our * 
neighboꝛs are pooꝛer then we, as the Phariſie yr 
thought and laide: but let vs be certaine and res 
ſolued tn this opinion, chat befoze God we haue 
not any thing wherof we make ſure accompt: 
neither righteouſnes no2 wiſedom: noz vertue, 
that we may ſet out o} alledge befoze his iudg⸗ 
ment. And touching our neigbours we muſt al- 
wayes thinke, that we haue ſo litle, that we 
may? not dare pꝛeferre oꝛ compare our ſe lues 
to any of them. 40 

Nowe being thus pꝛepared to pꝛeſente our 70 ſecond | 
ſelues befoze God, to witte, though a right nk ſens | 
knowledge of our ſelues, thꝛough an inmarde „ £7" | 
feeling of our vices and coꝛruptions, and hy an ng ng; 
humble confeſſion of our errours and imper: # cr fel. 
kections, it is meete pet to ſeeke out a righ 4 per- 
reouſnes , that we maye bzing it ont there, and % e, 
ſuch a one as is nat onely ſufficient to ſuſteine „e fand 
the rigour and ſeueritte of that iudgement: but before , 
alſo to obteine full fozgiuenes and iuſtiſication &#» whas 
of all ſinnes and oſſences, and of all accuſationg *<74gh:ee 
which our aduerſaries can allege there againſt 1 
vs: which we can nat ſinde in our ſelues, noꝛ in 
any moꝛtall man as we haue ſhewed and decla- 
red befoze. Foz all haue gone aſtraye, and are 
of thi ſelues abominable befoze God chere is 


not one that doth good no not one. Noah was Gn 9. 21. 


Pſal. 14.1. 
Rem. 3.12. 
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Nuns. 20, D2unke: Moſes murmured at the waters of 
24. Miribah: Abzaham was an Jdolatrer ; Dauid 
Joſua 24. 2.  murtherer and adulterer: S. Paule a perſe⸗ 
2. Sn i. 4 cutour of the Church: S. Peter denied Jeſus 
1a 18.27 Chyi: S. John with his bother James, and 
I 20. 20 che other Apoſtles were ambitious , To con- 
Le 22.24. Clude,there was not any among all the fathers 
and Sainctes , that haue bene ſince the foun⸗ 
dacion of the wozld, to whome it hach not come 
to palle tocommitte ſome one notable faulte oꝛ 
other in their life time, & who uot continually 
acknowledged his great ſinnes, as occaſiũ hath 
Ice. i. ag beneoffredvnto him. Sa as no fleſh hath wher⸗ 
| of to boaſte it ſelfe oz to glozie befoze God, 
who hath ſhute all men vnder linne and infide- 
Num N. 32. Iity, tau the ende, that he may haue mercy on all, 
| and that euery one may acknowledge and con⸗ 
feſſe, that his ſaluation in and thꝛough all, con⸗ 
N ſiſteth in the onely grace and mercie of God. 
ou rih- Ie muſt not therefoze thinke to finde the 
aeouſne- is xighteouſneſſe that we ſeeke after, any where 
vn cbriſi le- viſe, then in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, of whome Jeremie 
** ſayeth: his name is called the eternall , our 
1. Ce i. o. Righteouſnes, S, Paule ſapech, agreably to 
| the Pꝛophete, that he was made our Rightes 
ouſnes, wiſedome, ſanctification and Redemps 
R 9®.5- 19- tion. And elſe where he ſapeth: that as by one 
mans diſobedience, many became ſinners : ſo 


by 
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by the obedience of an other many ſhal become 


righteous . To what tendeth all that which is 

ſpoken ol him in the ſcripture ? co witte, chat he / 53.4- 

hath payed our debtes: that by him we are re- % l. 20. 

conciled to God his father: that he hath obcey- 

ned foꝛ vs remiſſion of our ſinnes? that he is 19 

our reſurrection and our life , and our interceſ 3 

ſour to the father, that by his death andſacri- I an . 

fice, he hath paciſied the wꝛath of his father a: ½ 53.5. 

gainſt vs: that he hath waſhedvs in his bloud: ec. 1.6. 

and by an infinit nomber of other excellent ſen: 

tences that are ſette out vnto vs, and tende to 

no other ende, but to make vs know and to per⸗ 

ſwade vs, that there is no other but he alone 

who is our righteouſnes, and the meane of our 

ſaluation and of our life, 180 * 
It is not then the lawe, no2 any other cere⸗ 

monies oꝛ ſacrifices of goates, ſheepe, oxen and 4.0.9. 10. 

lambes , no} pet any wozkes and vertues that 

can iuſtiſie vs befoꝛe God: but the onely bloude ef 

of Jeſus Chutft, chzough which his teſtament | 

and newe couenaunt which he hach made wich 

vs, is paſſed, acco2ved, ſealed and ratified. All 

thinges ( ſayeth he) are giuen vnto me of God Ma. u.27. 

my father. M wethen will haue all that is ne: 

teſſarie fo2 our happyneſſe, as the fanour of 

God, righteouſnes, life, light, the foxgiuenes 

of our linnes , and the holy ſpirit to regenerate 


- 
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and ſanctifie vs: we muſt addꝛeſſe our ſelues 
ohn b. 25. to Chziſt, foꝛaſmuch as it is he, whom the fas 
ther hath chalen to be Treaſureour and ſte⸗ 
warde of all his graces, Poles by whom the 
h law was publiGed and deliuered to the people, 
1 conducted them ſafely thꝛough the deſerte: but 
| | be bꝛought them not to the place of their reſt; 
Jeſur. 6. Foz that was Joſue, who was a figure of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, who made them paſſe ouer Jowaine, 

to eſtabliſh them in that poſſeſſion and inh eri⸗ 

taunce which God had pꝛomiſed vnto their fa⸗ 

The eſſekte The lawe thereloze maye well leade vs and 
of the lare each vs the way that we muſt take and walke 
zowerde the in the middeſt of the varkenes and wildernes 
el, ol thts world, like as ſome marke by the waye 
andes ſides, mape well direct vs, and ſhew vs which 
wape to take: but the lawe can not giue vs 
if ſtrength and courage to goe thzough, if we be 
Il werp, neither enable vs to come to the place 
Heb. 4.8. whither we goe. Likewiſe the lawe can not 
bꝛing vs to that reſt, which God hath pꝛomiſed 

vnto his elect-:no2 any other, but our great Jo⸗ 

ue, that is ta ſay, Jeſus Chꝛiſt our Lozd,whd 

onely can doe it; by his righteouſnes . There 

S. Auguſtin fe S Auguſtin ſayed very well, it is very ne⸗ 
M, 5- ceſſarp that wedaply lifte pour eyes on high, 
to beholde that Serpent hanging deade on che 
g Croſle, 


: 


\ 
* 


ö 
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Croſſe, to the ende we maye be pꝛeſerued from 

the venome and bytinge of that ſerpent that is 

aliue and raigning pet in the wozlde, And in 

an other place he ſayeth : this is the wape in 

which we muſt walke, and the truth vpd which 

we mult reſt,# the path in which we mult go. 

Mhen chen we are once marching towards en- 

him, we ought not to feare but that going on in 7 adv... 
this wape, and continuing therein, we ſhall | — * 
come in the ende to the goale and to the felici⸗ 
tie, whither we bende our ſelues. Foꝛaſmuch 
as this is a ſure waye which can not be ſtopped 
noz layd with theeues, no2 dzowned with any 
ſhowers 02 flowdes of waters. Pozeouer, it 
is plaine and ſtreight and hach neither rockes 
no} blockes oz any other lettes which mape 
make vs ſtomble. Jt remapneth only then that 
when we are in this waye, we keepe our ſelues 
there without ſtanding ſtill, oz going backe⸗ 
wards, 02 turning alide either to the right hand 
oꝛ the left:becauſe we can no ſoner leaue it, noʒ 
departe in any other manner, but by and by we 
goe aſtraye , and are lapde open to all kinde of 
daungers: Euen like as in winter we can no Sande. 
ſooner be from the fier, but we are a colde , no2 

out of light but we enter into darkenes: even 

ſo we can no ſoner be parted fro Jeſus Chziſt, 


who is our righteouſnes q our * ſtreighe 
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waye we are fn ſinne and in death: fozaſmuch 
as he is the life that quickeneth vs, the Sunne 
that giueth vs light. and the fier that warmeth, 
comfoꝛtech and refreſheth all his members. As 
the mone hath no light but that it hath from the 
Dunne, and as that light is litle oz great, as it 
is neare 02 farre of, in ſuch ſoꝛt that if it de⸗ 
parte from it, it remapneth altogether obſcure 
and darke: Euen ſo in like manner the Church 
bath no light. righteouſnes, life, helch, rength, 
and happynes, but that, which it hath pleaſed 
her huſband Jeſus Chziftro giue vnto her, be⸗ 
cauſe of that vnion and fellowſhippe , which be 
hath with her. Mhereloꝛe (fat any time he be 
ſeparated from him, and that there be a dinozſe 
between her and her huſband, there remayneth 
to her nothinge but darkenes, vice and wzee- 
chednelle. 
Gen.2.23- Que in the beginning was created of the 
Epheſ.5-39 fleſh, bone, and bloude of her huſband ; euen ſo 
riot the Church is regenerated by the participatis 
"ur, that ſhe hath with the fleſhe of Jeſus Chit, 
thꝛough the ſacrificing whereofſhe was redee« 
med, waſhed & purged from all filthpnes in his 
bloude , and cthzongh the participation of his 
bones was fo2tified and mainteyned againſt all 
tentation. Foz he who in the beginning was 
the aucthour ol our life , he is likewiſe now the 
aucthour 
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aucthour of our good life. And we muſk not 
thinke that there are two diucrſe beginninges 
of our being and righteouſnes. Foz he himſelle 
that hath made vs mt, hath alſo made vs Chzts 
ſtians : and as in the beginning he created vs 
and made vs of nothing: euen ſo afterwardes, 
he regenerated vs, being nothing, but vanitie, 
the childzen ol wꝛath and maledictid: and when 
we were wozlle then nothing he choſe vs and 
that befo2e we were conceaued and bozne: he 
bath called vs when as rebellious ſeruauntes 
to maiſters, we fledde from him: when we tur⸗ 
ned our backes to him: he tuſkified vs being 
ſinners, ſanctiſied vs being pzophane and pol- 
luted, raiſed vs vp being deade: And will alſo 
gloꝛiſie vs although we be pet altogether coue- 
red with ignominie and coꝛruption: wherupon 
a man mape tnferre that, which S. Cypꝛian S. ci 
ſayeth is verie true: that in our ſaluation we 

mult glozie in nothing. Fo2 there is not any 

thing ol ours, and which we ſhoulde not con- 

feſſe to be wholly from God, 

If we will examine this thꝛoughly, and conſis 74. eng- 
der it in euery part, we ſhall confeſſe thetruth, e of 
what ſoeuer the ſchoolemen pꝛate & bable, that . 707 
of our ſelues we can diſpoſe our ſelues to re- 3 
ceaue our ſaluatis when ſoeuer God offreth it „ ,...- 
dneo vs. It is ſo farre of that it can be true, chat porer code 


D i 
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oft ar quite contrary we are th? wholly turned away, 
ſelues to re- and reſiſt aga inſt it with alk our power, Which 
ceave cr thing may plainely appeare by the example of 
«van; S. Paule, who was called and ledde by Jeſus 
offevesh i Chit, as it were by ſtrong hande to his ſheep 
ngo v, folde,euenthen , when he was going to Da⸗ 
Actes g. j. maſcus, being carried with a deadely hatred, 
and enflamed with furie to perſecute and vtter⸗ 
Iy to roote out (if he coulde) the memoꝛie of 
his name, There is nothinge moze cercaine, 
S. Anguſtin then that S. Auguſtine ſayth that all they that 
labour and ſweate vnder the heauie burden of 
this fleſh, and complaine of this miſerable life, 
they haue but one onely conſolation and hape, 
that is to ſaye, that Jeſus Chʒiſt is their Mes 
diatour & their righteouſnes. By reaſon wher⸗ 
of wh? he made his entraunce into the middeſt 
of Jeruſalem, all that wente befoꝛe and behind 
him cryed out with one voice, Hoſanna,ftc.that 
is to ſaxe Saue vs O ſonne of Dauid our Sa: 
uiour. To the end to ſhew that there was neuer 
good man neither befoze no2 after his comes 
ming which did hope to be ſaued by any other 
meanes, then onely thꝛough his righteouſnes 

C. Auguſtin and obedience. And therefoze S. Auguſtine 
ſapeth, that all the Sainctes, ſince Abell vn⸗ 

to John Baptiſte, and after the Apoſtles, vn⸗ 
to the ende of the wozlde ought not to be 2 
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fed but in him, and not in chem ſelues . In ſo 
much that the firſt haue ſayde, My ſoule ſhall / ;4.3- 
reioyce in the Loꝛde: and thoſe that came after 
haue ſayed in like manner: By grace J am that C. 15. 
Jam: and all in generall ſaye : That whoſo- ** 
euer will glozie he muſt glozie in God, 

And in verie truth this is he that hath bozne 7 perfe- 
the wooll and the flece, of which was ſponne Y «nd 
this cloth, wherewith we mult be clad,that we 27 
may be ſhzowded againſt heats, cold, and other Chriſt 75 
iniuries of heauen. All pou ( ſapeth the Apo⸗ 
ſtle) which are baptiſed in Ch1ift , haue put on 
Chꝛiſt. This is that kinge , who fo2 che adoꝛ⸗ G 3.27. 
ning of the Queene his ſpouſe hath made fo 
her riteh and ſumptuous robes, as the Pſal- 5.1 
miſt ſapeth :Mhich thinge Eze chiell ſheweth Exec. 16.9. 
alſo moze clearly: I haue waſhed thee with 
water, yea I haue waſhed away thy bloud from 
thee, in which thou waſt altogether polluted: 
IJ haue anoynted thee wich ople, and cloched 
thee alſo with bzopdzed wozke,and haue ſette a 
crowne of Golde vpon thy heade : and Jhaue 
decked thee with golde and ſiluer, that thou 
mighteſt be very bewtifull, All that ſame long 
Alegoꝛie, which he vſech there in the 16. of his 
pꝛopheſie, is to no other ende, but to extoll the 
righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, wich which the 
Church is apparailed and _— t with choſe 
ii 
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other p2ecious giftes , graces and bleſſinges, 
wherewith the is altogether couered and reple: 
niſhed. And as there is nothing,moze vncleane 
then he, when ſhe is naked: ſo is there nothing 
moꝛe bewtifull then he, when ſhe is decked in 
the liuerie and collour of her huſband, Fo2 then 
hath the a ſpeciall grace, that makes her verie 
amiable, delightfull, and in paſſing good lik ing 
to God him ſelfe: Pozeouer, being ſo clothed 
in this robe of innocenc ie, all that was foule in 
her, and which dilůgured her, is in ſuch ſozte 
couered and defaced, that there appeareth no 
moze vncleanes in any part ofher, becauſe Je⸗ 
ſus Chzilt (as S. Augultine ſapeth) is as a 
ſpounge which wipeth vs & cleanſeth vs from 
all our filthynes,which he taketh in exchaunge 
fo: the bewtie, righteouſneſle , and perfection, 
which he communicateth vnto vs: N herin we 
ought to acknowledge and to adoze this great 
and incomparable loue which he beareth vs, 
and which he hath truely and in effect chewed 
vnto vs, heaping bpon vs at the daye of our 
mariage ſo great and pꝛecious iopes:although 
be receaue nothing of vs in dowzie, but olde 
baggage altogether couered with thicke and 
filchie dirte: to witte, euen our imperfections 
and iniquities. | 

Me receaue then, in doing this thinge — 
area 


—— — N 
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tommodities of his righteouſnes,which % 44. 


rn two purpoles: to witte firſt todzaw verech v1 | 


vs out from the mier and 
were buried : to decke vs with goodlp robes 
wherewith we are clad to make vs bewtcifull; 
that is to ſape, to deliner vs from the : 
diction and curſe, wherinto we were fallen:and 
chen on che other ſide to bleſſe vs and to bzting 
vs into fauour with God his father, todzawe 
vs backe from pouertie, and to enrich vs: to 
raiſe vs vp from death, and to giue vs life : to 
dꝛawe vs from hell, and to make vs mounte vp 
into heauen, Even as Jeſus Chziſt on the one 
part hath delivered vs from feare, terrour and 
to2zment of conſcience, ſparring and ſhutting 
bp hell gates: ſo on the other he bath ſet vs in 
a certaine and vndoubted hope of euerlaſting 
life, and of a bleſſed reſte, opening his paradiſe 
vnto vs. This is that, which is ſapde of him in 


claye wherein we fron deach, 


and giucih 
vs eternal 
Ae. 


the ſcripture:that he keepeth the keyes of death Nc. 18, 


and of life : the one, to make faſt and ſhut vy the 
gate, which was alwayes open to ſwallow vs 
vp and deuour vs: and the other, to open vn⸗ 
to vs the kingdome of heauen, which was al⸗ 
wayes locked and ſhutte againſt vs. By meane 
whereof at his death the vaile that let the en · 
traunce into the Sanctuary was bzoken and 
WW 

} 
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might be made open fo2 vs, and that euery one 

might haue a meane and libertie to come bnto 

God, and to pꝛeſente them ſelues befoze him 

with confidence , This is the cauſe that Paule 

Heb.g.10, wiiting to the Hhebꝛewes ſaped:that by his fleſh 

he hath pꝛepared a waye foz bs to heauen, to at⸗ 

taine vnto life. Fozaſmuch as he bath in that 

fleſh rendꝛed vnto God foz vs perfect obeditce: 

and by his death hath ſaciſfied his righteouſnes 

fo2 our ſinnes, obtapnĩg fo2 vs by this meanes, 

the foꝛgiuenes of our ſinnes, and thzough this 

remiſſion righteoulnes, and by righteouſnes 

the grace and fauour of God, and by Grace, 

life: in ſuch ſoꝛt as we maye nowe pꝛeſente our 

Iſo 33-14- ſelues to him in all aſſurannee:who befoze was 

as a conſuming fire, to conſume vs and bꝛing 

vs to nothing #c:buc now by the meanes of Je⸗ 

»y Lees ſus Ch)ilt is athadowe to releiue andrefrethe 
Chriſt alone vs againe. 

we haue ac- This ts the reaſon fo) which Teſus Chꝛiſt 

ceſſe vnto Was figured by the ladder which Jacob ſawe 

7e hefe when he lleept, wherevpon the glozie ol God 

gen 28 f. keſted it ſelfe. Fozaſmuch as in the humanitie 

of Chꝛiſt dwelled the fulneſſe of the Diuinitie 

Co/o.2.9. bodelp,becaule by it God deſcendeth downe vn⸗ 

to vs: Euen as Jeſus Chꝛiſt hauing taken our 

Ie7.8 humanitte , was called Emmanuel, which is 

7 almuchtoſaye as God is with vs, lo alſo we 

thꝛougb 
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through him mounte vp as it were by degrees 12; 
to heauen, where our conuerſation is, # wherof PH. 3. 
at this day we are Citizens & ofthe houſeholde 10. 

of God. Being then very God and very man 71. 
of two diuerſe natures, the one diutne and the 
other humaine, which are coniopned and vni⸗ 
ted together inſeparablie, without any confy- 
ſion 02 diuiſton : in that he is God, we mult goe 
vnto him to be in ſaftie, and to liue happelp:and 
on the other ſide in chat he is mi, he is the way 
by which we muſt march on to attaine to euer⸗ | 
laſting life. So tht we mult goto Jelus Chꝛiſt g 
that is God, by Jeſus Chziſt that is man, by 

the woꝛde that is made fleſh, co the wozd which 

was in the beginning with God, and by the 

bꝛeade which men eate vnto the bzeade which 

Angells eate. 

And there is no neede that we ſecke fo2 any 1 car fe. 
other but him, whether it be to reſte our ſelues e c- 
in, oz to leade and directe vs thither, Foz being l . 
God, he is the ſoueraigne God, and the ende . 
whereunto all our appetites and deſires ought 
to be directed. And when we are come thither, 
there is the place where we muſt reſt and alto« 
gether repoſe our ſelues: fozaſmuch as he is 
perfect and repleniſhed with all vertue g righ- 
teouſnes, which he communicateth vnto vs, by 
means of that communion and fellowſhip that 


| Gen.27.19. 
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we haue with him. To conclude then, he is the 
wape that muſt leade vs to our felicitie, and the 
only meane to make vs attaine thicher, When 
we are waſhed with his bloude, this is it that 
pꝛeſerueth vs from chat deſtroyer, this is the 
cloude that ſhzowdeth vs from being burned 
E conſumed with the extreme heat of the wzath 
of God, and the ltbertie whereinco we muſt re⸗ 
tire from the furie of the enemp that purſueth 
ſo harde after vs. To be ſhozte, this is the gate 
of ſaluation and the hauen where we muſt har⸗ 
ny ſauce our ſelues in the time of tem- 
peſte, 
obs This is the cloke vnder which we maye ob- 
:broughe , taine the bleſſing of God, as Jacob obtayned 
| Chriſt the that of his father Jſaake, being diſguiſed with 
22 * F the apparell of his elder bzother Eſau, And as 
the high Pꝛieſt neuer appeared befoze the face 
of God, without his holy emb2oidzed garmẽts, 
Exed.28.2. his Ephod, his robe, and his other pꝛieſtly ap- 
parell, without which he coulde not fynde any 
fauour when he appeared in bis pꝛeſence:Euen 
ſo ( to follow the truth of this figure) we ought 
neuer to pꝛeſente our ſelues befoze God ( if 
we will be accepted and receaued of him, ) but 
we muſt be clothed and decked with the righ⸗ 


teouſnes and innocencie ofhis ſonne:wherwith 
if we be once couered, we neede not feare that 
we 
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we ſhall be reiected and deſpiſed ol him, oz that 
there is anp enemp whoſoeuer he be, that hath 
any power to hurte vs. Foz ſuch armour can 
defende vs euen from the wzach of God it ſelle, 
againſt which nd other thing can relilte, 


It is wꝛitten that Alexander hauing conceas 1% % % bb. 


lem, was ſully reſolued vtterly to deſtrope it, * 
becauſe that laying ſeidge to the cittie of Ty 

the inhabitauntes of Jeruſalem had refuſed to 
belpe him with victuals and other munition 
which he had demaunded of them. Nowe after 
that he had taken Tp2 , he marched fo2th with 
all his armie againſt Jeruſalem, with full pur- 
poſe vtterly to deſtroy it, The which thing wh? 
the highe Pꝛieſt named Jaddus vnderſtood, he 
apparailed him ſelſe with the holy garmentes 
of the highe Pꝛieſt, and ſo pꝛeſented him ſelfe 
befo2e Alexãder, who vpon the ſuddaine, when 
he ſawe him in this habite, alighted from 
bis hozſe, and bowed his knees befoze Jaddus, 
and reuerenced him, and ſhewed him great ho- 
nours, and great loue to the countrey, and gaue 
great giftes to the temple. Nowe if an enemy 
ſo furious and terrible were ſo ſuddainly ap» 
peaſed , at the onely ſight of this highe Pꝛieſt 
ſo apparailed / who was but a figure of Jeſus 


Chzift; ) what ſhall it be when Jeſus Chziſt 


1 $ It, de | 
ued a great hatred againſt the cittie of Jeruſa 5 3 
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hal appeare in his gloꝛ ie and all his members 
with him, clad and couered with his righteoul⸗ 
nes, and ſhewing them ſelues to all the wozſde, 
in ſuch and ſo magnificall and glozious appa⸗ 
raillꝰ Shall not the deuills and hell bowe their 
knees then foꝛ feare when they ſhall ſee him in 
his maieſtie and in ſuch excellent gloꝛie? 

Let vs conclude then that beinge garni⸗ 
ſhed and couered with the righteouſnes of Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt, we can haue no lacke of ſtrength 
and might to vanquich and ouercome our ene⸗ 
mies, noꝛ of any other thing that may make vs 


wꝛiteth verie elegantly, in his ſeconde booke 
of Uirgimtie, that Jeſus Chꝛiſt is vnto vs, all 
in all things: It we be ſicke, he is our hiſition: 
It we haue an Ague , and that we are altered, 
he is our ſountaine: It we be laden with iniqui⸗ 
tie, he is our righteouſnes: If we be weake and 
weryed, he is our ſtrength: If we feare death, 
he is our life : It we deſire to mounte vp to hea⸗ 
nen, be is our ladder: If we haue byne darke- 
nes, he is cur light: If we haue houngred, he 
is our bꝛeade and nouriſhment. MAherupon we 
map perceaue and knowe the great riches and 
commodities that Jeſus Chꝛiſt bzingeth vnto 
all them that poſſeſſe him. 

Now hauing ſhewed that there is no other 
righte⸗ 
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righceouſnes , but the righteouſnes of Chziſt, 1. id 
which can be ſufficient co beare che rigour of poineſbev- 
the iudgement of God, and that maye enable #2 inn ber 
vsto appeare and aunſwere there: it remay- a, 
neth now that we declare vpon what matter it „4 ove 4 
woꝛketh and where it reſteth e dwelleth : how ma mee 

it maye be obtayned : and in what ſoꝛt a man e ie. 
maye aſſure him ſelfe of it: finally, hauinge 

obteyned it, what fruits it bzingeth foxth in vs. 

Firſt the righteouſnes of Chꝛiſt hath two 15 gb 
p2incipall partes, to witte Juffification , and ne 4 
Danctiſication, that is to ſaye: when it is com - £2" 
municated vnto vs, although that befoze we 
were the wickedeſt in the woꝛlde, and guiltie of 
death befoze God, and mo2eouer , that our na- 
ture was altogecher cozrupted and teynted in How we ere 
euery parte of it: notwithſtanding all this, we Med. 
are holden and reputed fo2 righteons befo2e 
God, and are allowed and receaued of him fo 
his childꝛen and heires, when we are pꝛoui⸗ 
ded ofthis righteouſnes, and when we are clo⸗ 
thed with it, he giueth vs his holy ſpirite, to 
leade vs and conducte vs (as a ſchoolmaiſter 
doth his childꝛen ) and foz to ſanctifie, inſtructe 
and ſtrengthen vs in all his wayes. And that 
this is true S. Paule wꝛiteth, not onely that 
it was ſayde of Abzaham that his faith was Nen. . 22, 
counted to him foʒ righteouſnes: but alſo that 
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we ſhalbe accompted righteous befoze God, 
as he was, if we belene in Jeſus Chꝛiſt: Alſo, 
2. cer. 5 God was in Chziſt and reconciled the wozlve 
19. to himlelfe, not imputinge their ſinnes vnto 
them, And ioyning both theſe partes together 
in the firſt Epiſtle to che Coꝛinthians, he ſayed 
to them ſpeakinge ok their life, that they had 
bene altogether led in wickednes and were dil⸗ 
ſolute in all kinde of miſcheefe : but that they 
1. Cor. 6. 11. were now waſhed, iuſtiſted and ſanctiſied in the 
name of Jeſus Chʒiſt, and thꝛough the ſpirite 

of God. ' 
Veen Nom if we will know by what meane this 
fiified and is done, we muſt note, that being vnited by 
ſenfifics faith in our Loꝛde Jeſus Ch iſt, and graffed in 
9-75" him, (as members in their body, ) chat he is 
22 then become our heade, and we are ioyned to 
chripg., him as the houlbande to his wife. By meanes 
The frſt whereof he chargeth him ſelfe with all our 
reaſon. 0. debtes, and appointeth him ſelle to be the aun» 
ſwere and pledge fo2 vs, to the ende he maye 
paye all fo2 vs and thꝛoughly acquite vs of all, 
that we are indebted and bounde foz, offrign 
him ſelfe to ſatiſſie the righteouſnes of God, by 
his owne death, to the which death we were 
Gala. ;. i; bounde by reaſon of our ſinnes: and to deliuer 
Vs by his Croſſe, from the curlle , to which we 


were likewiſe ſubiect, fo; hauing _—_— 
t 
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the will of God, and bꝛoken his lawe, in a thous 
ſand and a thouſandes thinges: he hath alſo ra⸗ 


ſed out our diſobedience,bp his obedifce,which g. 1% 


being ſo perfect g accompliſhed in all pointes, 
he hath ſupplied and made amendes foz all our 
faultes and imperfections, and foz the dutte 
wherewith we were bounde to God with all 
our might, being his creatures, childꝛen and 
ſeruaunts, The death then which Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
hath ſuffred, the ſacrifice which he hath offred, 
the curſſe which he hath boꝛne, e the obedience 
that he hath rendzed : all this was done in our 
name, and fo our diſcharge, and is receaued 
befoze the iudgemẽt of God, foꝛ acquitall in ful 
payment and diſcharge of all our debtes, in 
ſuch ſoꝛt that no moze can be demaũded againe 
of vs, he hauing thꝛough his innocencie fully 
ſatiſſied that pꝛomiſe which he had made ſoꝛ vs, 
Beholde the ſirſt reaſon, why the righteouſnes 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt is imputed vnto vs and actep⸗ 
ted of God in his tudgement, 


The ſecond reaſon is, that being knitte and . N.. 
vnged together by mariage, boch we and he are . 5. 30. 


one body and one fleſh: and there is a mu⸗ 
tuall communion between vs, And as he parti⸗ 
cipateth with our af flictions, miſeries, pouer⸗ 
ties and infirmities, ſo when we are perſecuted 
by ty2ans , he complaineth with vs and lamens 
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teth our aduerſities and ſoꝛrowes, likewile, 
when we are houngry,licke,diſeaſed,in pꝛiſon, 
ec. he bearech and endureth all our calamities 
with vs. We allo on the contrary part are par» 
takers ot all his benefices , graces and giftes 
which his kather hath beſtowed vpon him: and 
in generall, of all that he hath done and ſuffred 
fo2 our ſaluation and redemption:we are anoin⸗ 


ted, as he was, with che oyle of his holy ſpirite: 


we are deade and buried wich him, and we are 
raiſed vp and caried into heauẽ with him where 


we are lette at the right hande of God his fa» 


ther, as he is. Weare inheritours together 
with him, and we haue part in his glozie, in his 
reſt Ein all his lelicity, by meane of his righ- 
teouſnes, obedience # innocencie, of all which 
thꝛough his grace we are made partakers. Al⸗ 
ſo, of his death, ſacrifice and ſatiſfaction, And 
to conclude, as marchantes which are of one 
companie & become parteners, are partakers 
alike of all the pꝛoſittes and damages which 
growe of their marchandiſe: euen ſo Jeſus 
Chziſt, by reaſon of that ſocietie we haue 
gether with him, giueth vs a parte, and We 
likewiſe giue him, or all that we haue and pol⸗ 
ſeſſe. The difference that is in this, is, that the 
gaines 4 loſſes, chat come of the traffique that 


is exerciſed amongeſt men is equall and com⸗ 
mon 


— 
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mon amongeſt them all, but here we gather vp 
all the frnites that ariſe of che righteouſnes ol 
Jeſus Chziſt: he on the contrary parte taketh 
bpon bin; and chargeth himſelfe with all the 
damages and loſles that came of our dilobe⸗ 
dience. 


The third reaſon, fo2 which the righteoul: ;. Reaſon, 
nes of Chꝛiſt is imputed vnto vs, is, that being 27/1. 2. 


knitte to him, as the members ofa bodie are to 
their heade (the which, by meanes of this con⸗ 
tunction receaue thence one influence which gi⸗ 
ueth them life , and diſtributech to each their 
motions & ſenſes accoꝛding as is fitte foꝝ their 
nature, and as is requiſite fo2 their actions) we 
receaue from him as S. Paule lapeth, our life, 
our noutiſhment, our grouth, our foꝛce and 
ſtrength: fo2 the enabling and diſpoſing of vs 
to doe thole good woꝛkes that belong vnto our 
vocation , And by reaſon of this coniunction 
there is ſuch an vnion betwixt him and vs, that 
as he communicateth with vs in our afflictids: 
ſo we likewiſe on the other ſide communicate 
with him, in his riches : we are righteous by 
his righteouſnes , we are acquited by his ſatiſ⸗ 
faction, we are quickened ta life by his death, 


and obaye God thꝛough his obedience. And _; 7,1. 
euen as in a naturall body, the power that the . 


eye hath to ſce,ſeruethmoze to p vſe : theother 


,2.Cor.6.14- 
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members then foz it ſelfe becauſe that ſeeing 
and marking them all it is watchfull rightly to 
guide them and to direct every one of their as 
ttions, not being able in che meane time to ſee 
them ſelues, noz to ſerue it (elfe : euen ſo the 
righteouſnes, innocencie & obedience of Chziſt 
Jeſus, ſtande vs in moze ſted then him, ſeeing 
that notwichſtanding he had all theſe thinges, 
and it was in his nature, life , and whole cons 
uerſation abiolut and perfect , yet fo2 all this, 
be was condemned and crucified, We on the 
contrary part albeit his righteouſnes , inno⸗ 
cencte , and obedience be onely imputed vnto 
vs, pet fo2 all that, by meanes of this imputa⸗ 
tion we are abſolued, juſtified and diſcharged 
of all our ſinnes, and of all accuſations chat all 

our enemies can bꝛing againſt vs, 
The. h. The other part of the righteouſtes of Jes 
of the righ- ſus Chzilt conſiſtech in the ſanctification not 
zeouſnes of gyly of vs but alſo of our wozks. Foz although 
, that there is not (as Paule ſapth ) any fellows 
ſhippe between righteouſnes and vnrighteoul⸗ 
nes, between light and darkenes, between the 
temple of God and Jdolls : yet fo2 all this, whẽ 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt will ioyne vs wich him ſelfe, and 
will choole vs and conſecrate vs, to the ende to 
dwell in vs, as in his temple: he ſanctiſteth vs 
S. Anguſtin firſt by his ſpirit 4 pꝛepareth the houſe * 
e 
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he will dwell, And becauſe it is ouer ſtreighe ta 
entertaine ſo great a loꝛde, he enlargeth it: and 
whereas it is olde and ruinous, he repapꝛeth ic 
and buildeth it newe againe: whereas it is ſtinc⸗ 
king and full of filthe, he ſweepeth and clenſech 
it. And to be bꝛieſe, where as it is naked and 
bnfurniſhed, he furnicheth and decketh it. And 
tuen as, when he woulde be bozne ofthe Uir⸗ 
gin Marie, and befoze he woulde be lodged in 
her wombe , he ſent his ſeruauntes befoze him, 
that is to ſape, his ſpirite, to the ende to take it 
vp fo2 him and to ſette his marke there: ſo alſo 
when he wilbe conceaued in our hartes, and be 
bozne of vs, he pꝛepareth and regenerateth vs 
befoze, ſanctifping the place where he will 
make his abode. N 

Now this lanctification conſiſteth in fower 25% r 
pointes, The firſt is, that we feele and conkeſſe f. of 
our ſinnes, and that we accuſe, condemne , and be fairbſut 
deteſte our ſelues befoze God as miſerable and eh in 
accurſſed in all pointes, The ſecond is, that we +777” p 
baue a ſetled zeale and feruent affectiontothe , 1.2 
ſtudie and exerciſe of good wozkes, ſearching n of cuil. 
out, wich all diligence, all the meanes c wapeg 2- A /o»e 
to applie our ſelues to good: and ſhuming on £4 ende. 
the contrary , all the thinges chat maye turne . , £524 
vs awape from it. The third is, that we fight * 4. 
couragiouſlp againf all the 1 7 concu⸗ e 

J a 


* 
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pilcences of our fleſh,and that we be ſtrong and 
reſolued againſt all the other tentations of the 
deuill and the wozlde,whether it be that we are 
ſweetly enticed oz flattered thereunto, o2 vio⸗ 


lently dzawen and enfozced . And that we be 


not colde and white Ipnered in theſe combats, 


but hardy, vigilant, and attentiue to elpie and 
4 cha (© take all occaſions, whereby we mape reliſte, 


'  gnuocation 


for Gods 
fawour. 


VVhat it 


and vanquiſh all our enemies. The fourth is, 
that as we continually ſinne, ſo we alſo as often 


diligently pzape vnto God, that it will pleaſe 


him ok his great mercy to pardon our offences, 
And as the people of Jſraell, going thzough 
the deſerts, had to fight oftentimes againſt the 


ſerpents, and when they were ſtonge and ſmit- 


ten by them, fo2 to be pꝛeſerued from the be⸗ 
nim and from death, they lifted vp their eyes 
toward the bꝛaſen ſerpente that Moiſes had ſet 
bp amiddeſt their tentes, by ſight whereof they 
were healed:we in like maner fighting againſt 
our concupiſcences, if it come to paſſe at any 
time that they giue vs any blowe, to the ende 
that this ſtripe may not be deadely vnto vs, we 
mult lifte vp our eyes towardes Jeſus Chyift 
hanging vpon the Croſſe,and beſeech hün that 
be woulde foꝛgiue vs all our treſpaſſes. 

Now when it is ſayd that to ſhewe our lan⸗ 


5:, to applie Ctification by the eſſecte we mult applie our 


ſelues 


Ts 
ix 


— 
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ſelues to good wozkes, it maye not be under⸗ m2: /e/fe 
ſtand that it is enough to exerciſe our ſelues in „ goed 


one 02 in two, leauing the reſt behinde: as mas * 
ny doe, who doe not take noz vſe the woꝛde ol 
God, but in that only where it is agreable and 
mate be referred ( they thinke) to their appe 
tite:but it is needfull to embꝛace it wholie, and 
not to thinke that we can doe our dutie in any 
ſozte whatſoeuer , vnleſſe we enfo2ce our ſelues 
to keepe all the commaundementes of God, 
without omitting the leaſt point oꝛ title therof, 


ker. 


Euen like as to be healchie in our bodyes, it is 4 mb. 
not enough, not to haue the plague 02 a pleure .*. 


ſie, but generally to be free from all diſeaſes: 
euen ſo to be holy in our ſoules, we muſt be 
cleane from all ſpottes and defplinges : and we 
mult take the whole lawe of God, as an vniuer⸗ 
ſall rule of all our thoughts, affections, woꝛdes 
and deedes, to the ende to keepe it from point 
to point, and not to omitte any thing which is 
there commaunded vs. And what would it p20+ , 
ite in a cittie, diligently to watch at one gate . 
and to keep it ſhutte againſt the enempe , il in 
meane while all the reſte food wide open to 
him! euen ſo likewiſe it is to na purpoſe to keep 
our ſelues from one bice, vnleſſe me make ar⸗ 
compt, and conſcience ta abondon our ſelues 
from allothers ; like as * ( as 

U 


A ſimili- 


Den. 
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ſapech 'Ariftotle.) there is but one onely marke 
wherto they muſt direct their arrowes co ſhooc 
well, and pet many meanes to miſſe aud ſhoote 
ſhozt: ſo is thert but one onelie holynes, wher- 
vnto we muſt aſpire , which is a ſerled deſier, 
fully reſolued wholly to obaye God, But there 
are many kinds of vices and meanes to diſobep 
him, and to withikand his will. We conclude 
then, that to be applied to good woꝛkes, it muſk 
not be done to halues, but perfectly c without 
exception to take care and indeuout to keep all 

that God commaundeth. 
0/1he per- But here a queſtion mult bereſolued, and 
1 that is: that if to doe dur dutie, and to ſatiſtie 
the will of God, we muſt be perfect in enerp 
kinde ol vertue. And we can not otherwiſe be 
Sainctes and Chriſtians, vnleſſe we haue in 
perfection all the points of holynes. The Phi⸗ 
The opinia loſophers and ſchoolemen,thepſap that this is 


_ of the phi- neteſſatie, and that a man can not be ſapd to 


pL wk , bevertuousvnlefſehe haue atcained to the ful- 

nes and perfection of all vertues: But the ſcrip⸗ 
tures che auncient fathers they ſpeake others 
Sentice: ef wiſe. Fo O. Paule ſapeth, that the minde ts 
the ſeri: accepted accopding to that it hath : chat is to 
pure an ſuße, chat we are accepted of God when we em- 


auncient 


lockern. Plope that poztion and meaſureof power and 


d.C0r-8.13+ ffrength which he bath giuen bnto vs fo the 
ende 


e 
* 
e 
Ps 
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ende to do well, and he is contented with that, 
although we lagge ſomewhat behinde,and in a 
great ſozte of thinges come verie ſho2te of that 
ende and perfection , which is pꝛopounded and 
ſet out vnto vs in the lawe, And the ſelfeſame 
Apoſtle conleſſeth, that he had nothing, but 
that ſame onelp will: To will is pꝛeſent with Na. 18. 
me ( ſapeth he : ) but J finde no meane to per- 
fozme that which is good. Abzaham ſacrificed 
his ſonne, no otherwiſe then in effect, &hehad % 116 
nothing but the ſame will which was imputed 
vnto him, as if he had accompliſhed all that 
was commaunded him. So as God him lelfe 
wicneſſech ofhim, ſaying : Fo2aſmuch as thou 
baſt done this thinge, and to obape me halt 
not ſpared thine onely ſonne , J will bleſſe thee 
and multiplie thy ſeede, as the ſtarres of hea⸗ 
uen. Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſhal ſap vnta his elect, which 
ſhall be on his right hande in the daye of iudge⸗ 
ment: Come pe bleſſed of my father: inherite ye 4.25.34 
the kingdom pꝛepared fo2 you befoze the foun · 
dacion of the woꝛlde. Foꝛaſmuch as when J 
was houngry ye gaue me meate, c. This is 
certaine that among the elect, there was ſome 
who being holden in pouertie, 02 fo2 lacke of 
ability, oz by ſome other let, did not that, which 
Chziſt ſhall ſaye there they did, which thinges 
themlelues —— ſame 
ny 


"; 


' 8. Ambroſe. che telfe ſame thinge, S. Ambzoſe vppon DS, 
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place alleaged: And pet foz all this, it halbe 


ſayde vnto all, not becauſe all haue done thoſe 
things, but becauſe they had a will to do them. 
Pozeouer , if in reſpect ot vice, the will onely 

be enough to conuince and condemne a man, 

and that he is accompted an adulterer befoze 
the iudgement of God, who bath onely looked 
on his neighbours wife to luſte after — and 
that he is allo reputed a manqueller, that has 
teth his bꝛather; euen ſo likewiſe in reſpect of 
good wozkes me muſt not doubte but the good 
wil, and deſire we haue to perfo2me them is ac⸗ 
cepted and appꝛoued of God though alwayes 
the effectes follow not ſo ſoove and lo excellenc 
as we deſire, 


„As touching the ancient fathers, they ſape 


Luke, affirmeth that; righteouſnes ofaChzis 
ſtian man conliſtech mo2e in the will, then in 
the wozke, and that it ought rather be meaſu⸗ 
red by the affectian then by the effect. But in 
the booke which he hath wꝛitten De fuga mun · 
di, he ſayeth, it is a harde thing foz one to kcepe 
himlelfe wholly from vanitie, and that it is im» 
poſſible altogether to depart from it, otherwiſe 
S. Auguſtin then in will and deſire alone, S. Auguſtine v⸗ 
pon the firſt Epiſtle of John ſayeth: that the 
whole life of a Chꝛiſtian is no other thing but 
an 


{ 
. 
a 
{ 
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un holy deſire and good will: nd in his 9. 
booke of che Trinitie, he hach a ſaying ſeruing 
to this purpoſe wozthy to be noted: Þe(ſapech. 
he) that knoweth righteouſnes and loueth te 
perfectly, that man is righteous, notwithſtan⸗ 
ding thatoutwardly he hath not yet ſhewed by 
his wozkes , in any ſozt , that good affection of 


his harte. To conclude , looke where and how 


oftenſo euer God hath commended vnto vs the 
ſtudie and keeping of his lawe, he doth it al» 
wayes in theſe tearmes: Thou ſhalt take heede 
to do thgſe thinges which I commaunde thee; 
To giue vs to vnderſtand that the pxincipall 
point that he requiers of vs, is, that we haue a 
deſire to pleaſe him, and a ready good will to 
do that, which he hath commaunded vs accoz. 


ding to that grace and ſtrength that he hath gi⸗ 


uen vs, which is the thing that he moll eſtee⸗ 
meth in vs, As we lee a father a great deale 
mote to contente him ſelfe with that his ſonne 
doth, be it neuer ſo litle, then of all that his ſer⸗ 
uaunt can do:becauſe he eſteemech their wozks 
not accozdingto their greatnes, 02 the paine 
and time that they haue ſpente in doing them: 
but accozding to the will and e which 
they haue that do them. 

Te muſt then conclude, chat the holynes of 
a Chziſtian man; the deutie z diligence which 


at 


74 ' Of Chriſtian 

makethhim to emplope thoſe graces that he 
bath receaued of God, to pꝛolite in his feare, 
and continually to better him ſelfe in the exer⸗ 
cile grougth of good wozkes, are imperfect 
in many reſpectes. And as S. Jerom lapech: 
the perfection of all the righteouſnes that is in 
the fleſh is maymed: & co be perfect it is nece(- 
ſarie that we acknowledge, confeſle , and feele 
| with an inward feeling, chat we are imperfect, 
| $..4»g»iin S, Auguſtine confirmeth the ſame, ſaping:that 
a righteous mans vertue mape be ſayde fo be 
perfect wich this condicion, chat his perfection 
conſiſteth in hauing the knowledge ol his im⸗ 
perfection, and in making humble confeſſion 
thereof befoze God, And — ſoeuer there be 
great lacke in vs in this point, & that our righ- 
teoulneſſes are as vnperfect beginnings in this 
woꝛlde: pet neuertheles , we muſt not thinke 
that he will reiect and denie them: Fo2 he is 
not as other creditours rigourous and not to 
be intreated, who will not be contented with 
; him that is bounde befoze they be payd and ſa- 
tiſũed the vttermoſt farthing : but he is gentle 
and gractous, and is pleaſed with vs, when we 
denie not our debtes, and will not excuſe our 
ſelues in this, that we are not able to pape: but 
without all diſſimulation 02 conftrainte , we 
franklp and freely conſeſſe, ſhewing him — 
delire 
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deſire we haue to ſatiſſie him, which pet we can 
not doe ( by reaſon of our pouertie ) and there⸗ 
foze humblie beſech him that he will cake in 
good parte that litle we haue, and offring that 
vnto him, which he hach giuen vs of his owne 
ſpeciall grace. 

When we thus ſubmitte our ſelues whollp 


gentlenes as ſhall pleaſe him towardes vs, we 
likewiſe bearing and ſhewing ſuch a ſinceritie 
and vprighenes towardes him in the affaires 
we haue to do, there is no doubt but he will in 
like manner take in good part that litle which 
we pꝛeſent vnto him: and that both we and our 


woꝛkes (how imperfect ſo euer they —— 
be accepted and appꝛoued of him, in the 

of his ſonne, as if they were perfect, and abſo- 
luce in euerp point. Fo? a father caſteth not 


vnto him, and pꝛaye him to vſe ſuch fauour and | 


16 u. 


away his childzen,becauſe they are ſicke,croke * /e»- 


backt, blinde, oz maymed of hande oz foote, 02 7 


Lt”. 


otherwiſe counter fait and imperfecc; but hand ,,, 4a; 
lech them moze tenderly, e dealech moze ſoftly 7 aeg 


wich them, then with the others, reſpecting 


they be ing» 


their debility and feeblenes. Ne caſt not awap poſed. 


wine though it haue lpes oz groundes, no} 
golde how ſoeuer it be couered wich durte. A 
bouſband manrefuſech not lande, though it be 


onergrowen with bzambles and bzyers; but 


: 
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will ble the greater diligence to ſtocke it and 
to plowe it, hoping with his diligence , that it 
will bzing fozth fruite plentifully: God like- 
wiſe will not refuſe and put vs awape, becauſe 
be ſeeth manye imperfections and infirmities 
in vs, naye rather that is an occaſion, that he 
WW ſal10z will take the greater pittie vpon vs: as Dauid 
$4 ſayeth: Albeit (ſapeth S. Ambzoſe ) the light 
S. Ambroſt. be oftentimes hidden by a cloude , which ts ca« 
ll ried befozethe ſunne,yettherfoze it is not quite 
put out. And the lunne ceaſeth not to be the 
ſunne, though his beames be ſtopped , and can 
not pierce vnto vs: euen ſo likewile howcoeuer 

our faith altentimes bos dilſigured, and coꝛrup⸗ 

ted by many errours, doubtings and diſtruſtes: 

it is not therfoze quite choked, and we leaue not 
. to be faith full fon theſe imperfections. 
J But befoze J ende this matter, it is meete, 
1. Vn that we pet handle two pointes: one of which, 
| . God eep- is the reaſon, why our holynes is acceptable 
|  se-h+heim- ynto God, and the ſeruice which we doe vnto 
2 . f him, ſeeing both the one and the other are im» 
bi childs, perfect: and ſeeing in his lawe he reiecteth all 
»./Vhythe the ſacriſites, which had in them any imperfec⸗ 
faithful are tion at all. The other point is concerning the 
ner perfet- cauſe wherefoze he regenerating & ſanctiſying 
7 fs Fog vs by his holy ſpirice ; bath yet !efte ſuch an 
his woride, he ape of vices and imperfections in vs, and 4 
| . mucy 
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much coꝛruption in our nature and life, which 
notwithſtanding all the diligence and labour 
we can, to cozrect and moxtifte it, pet we can 
not come any thing reare , to be wholp deline⸗ 
red and exempte from it. Touching the firſt or n nber 
theſe two pointes, there are two reaſons, ſoz be faft - 
which our vertues and wozkes are appꝛoucd 7 Nen. 

c accepted befoze God, how imperfect fo euer 

they be. One is, becauſe Jeſus Chziſt hath cos 

uered and taken them vnder the cloke of his 
righteouſnes,aſſone as we are vnited and knit 

bnto him: ſo as no ſuch ſpotte appeareth in vs 

that can offend God. And foꝛ — e is ourche⸗ 

diatour towardes God his father , we ſee God 

no otherwiſe then in him and by bim: : As the 

father in like manner will not ſee noz beholde 

vs other where then in Jeſus Chziſt, c thꝛough 

his humanitie as members and partes of his 

bodp. And this is the cauſe that maketh vs to 

appeare alcogether other then we are: Foz e- Similirudes 
uen like as loking alide thzough any glaſſe, be 

it blew o2 yelow oz of any other couloꝛ, all the "x 
thinges we (ce ſeeme to vs to beofthecoulo2 of | 
the glaſle, thꝛough which we did beholde them; 

Do God alſo beholding and looking vpon vs in 

his ſonne, we ſeeme to him to be of his couloz, 

and we haue the appearaunce and bꝛightnes of 

his innoceney and righteouſnes: which cauleth 
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Iſaack ſpeaking to Jacob his ponger ſonne, 
and feeling his necke and handes, thought ic 
had bene Eſau his eldeſt ſonne. The other rea⸗ 
ſon is, that the grace of Gods ſpirice, being 
mingled with our wozkes,our wozkes deriue F 
fetch from thence their greateſt dignitie, bew⸗ 
, tie,eſtimacia free ſtrẽgth, as when we mingle 
water with wine in a cuppe oz ina glaſſe, that 
which is taken in there is called wine, though 
water be mingled with it: and albeit there be 
moze water then wine (as it maye be) yet that 
which is the moze pꝛincipal and moſt pꝛecious 
part of all, beareth the name:euen ſo the wozks 
which we do by the grace of God, be it that 
they haue a great many ſpottes and imperfec: 
tions, as they pꝛoceed from vs, vet fo} all that, 
they holde alwayes the name and reputation of 
| him, who is their pꝛincipall aucthour. 

weer Concerning the lecond point, which is to 
ehe ſecdd know the reaſon why God doth not wholy re- 
Nen. generat and ſanctifie vs, from the firſt hower 
that he calleth vs to his knowlevge:ſeeing that 

all bis wozkes are perfect, and chat the lawe 

requireth ofvs , that we ſhoulde be holy as he 

is holyꝛthat is to ſap,that we ſhoulde be wholp 
and perfectly holp » We muſt marke z in berie 
deede, 


that in ſeeing and touching vs, he thinkech he 
ſeeth & ctouchech his owne naturall Sonne. As - 
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deeve, that our regeneration and ſanctification 
are wozkes of God which are perfect and abſo⸗ 
lute, as all that he doth is: But this perfection 
is ſucceſſiue oʒ by degrees. As we ſee that it is 
in many of his creatures. Meede caſt incothe 
earth doch not by and by ſp2out, encreaſe and 
come to his perfection: but by ſpace and length 
of time, it attaineth to his perfection and ripe⸗ 
nes, in that ſeaſon that God hath appointed. 
A tree likewiſe , is not perfect aſſoone as it is 
planted, An infante is not ſtreight wayes vpon 
the ſuddaine aſſoone as it is conceaued in the 
wombe of his mother, become a man but with 
time: even ſo we are not all at the firſt dach res 
generated. But this regeneration riſeth by de⸗ 
grees, and being once begonne, then it pzocee« 
deth faire and ſoftly by litle and litle encreaſing 
euery daye, till we come to euerlaſting life in 

the heauens , And in that God delighteth ſo to 
regenerate and entierly to refozme vs, ta make 

vs altogether newe creatures, he doth ic fo2 | 
thiee great and weighty reaſons, Firſt, be⸗ 22 
cauſe he would humble vs, fozaſmuch as being 6.4 .. 
naturally enclyned to pꝛeſume to much of our „ co re. 
ſelves, we haue great neede that this p2ide be genere v2 
keeptvnder : and that this miſcheuous inclina · dg. 

tion which we haue to ſuch manner of arrogan⸗ 
tie ſhoulde be digged vp and rooted out of our 


Slide 
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hartes: which thinge God doeth alter that he 
hath adopted vs leauing vs ſubiect to many 
miſeries and diſeaſes, aſwell of the body as of 
the minde, to the ende that by this meane we 
ſhoulde be barred from lifting vp our ſelues in 
any opinion and admiration of our ſelues, and 
that we ſhoulde not ſpeake moze biggely and 
pꝛoudly then we ought: and herein he makech 
of a poiſon, a remedy and pꝛeſeruatiue againſt 
the poiſon that is in our nature: as we ſce by 
experience to be done in the confeccio oftriacle, 
Smiliudes Foz euen like as of the fleſh of the viper men 
full of grea? malte a ſoueraigne and excellẽt remedy againſt 
ſoiaion. the bytinge ol them: euen ſo God maketh of 


thoſe infirmities that remaine in vs after our 
regeneration, and which of chem ſelues are 
deadly and danmable ſinnes befo2e him, an 
bealchfull remedie to cozrect and repzeſſe the 
other vices & diſeaſes, which are a great deale 
moze pernicious: as is arrogancie and vaine 
confidence of our ſelues, contempt and foꝛget⸗ 
fulnes of God, and ſuch other like peſtilences 
which would kill vs ſuddainly, il they were not 
ſpedely pꝛeuẽted. Which thing our good God 
doth , who knowing the daunger wherein we 


are, es a good father is moze carefull fo2 our 


good e ſaluation then we our ſelues, By meane 


whereof, he pꝛeuentech and cutteth ofthe * 
that 
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that leadeth to the daunger of death ( wherein 
otherwiſe we are ) by theſe afflictids & diſeaſes, 
which alwapes putteth vs in minde and ſetteth 
this medicine befoze our eyes , dziuing vs to 
ſearch after him & to requier aide at highands. 
He dealeth with vs, as a iudge in ſome crimt- 
nall pꝛoceſſe, who will giue an enlargement, 
but yet with condition, oꝛ as they ſape with a 
quouſque, that is, till the time that he calleth 
it backe, and putteth him in his fozmer eſtate 
wherin he was befoze, if it happen that he fall 
into any new fault againe. The iudges do this 
to keepe them alwayes in feare and diligence, 
to do their dewtie, and to ſtoppe them from ta; 
king to great liberty. God like wile doth ſo 
with vs, when he will pardon our ſinnes and ſec 
vs at libertie, leauing vs notwithſtanding a 
great ſoꝛte of infirmities and imperfections, 
which maye alwayes ferue him, to charge vs, 
and foꝛ matter to call vs to a reckoning, when 
we would winde out of that bondage, and boaſt 
our ſelues abꝛoade ofthe goodlynes of our rea⸗ 
ſon and lotaltie. 


Theſecond reaſon is, becauſe he woulde . . 


cozrect our ingratitude; which is a vice as na: _ 
turall to vs as pꝛeſumption. Fo? there is nos 
thing, into which we fall ſo eaſely, as into the 
fo:getfalnes of God and of his benefics, which 
＋ 
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we haue receaued of him, eſpecially when we 
are ateaſe and in pꝛoſperitie, which maketh vs 
wanton, and bereuech vs oftentimes of our 
ſenſes and vnderſtanding, which is an other of 
the moſt pernicious vices that can be and pꝛo⸗ 
uoketh the heauy wꝛath and iudgement ol God 
againſt vs. And this is che cauſe, whyhe lea- 
uech vs alwayes in ſuch neceſſity to the ende he 
mape meete with ſuch an inconuenience and 
A ſmili- giue vs occaſion to ſeeke after bim. Againe he 
ert doch vs not all the good he will doe, at one 
2 my clappe, fearing leaſt chat we woulde vtterly as 
in gover- bandonand looſe it. And herein he doth as a fa⸗ 
ning thoſe ther of an houſholde well aduiſed, who at the | 
aha he his. firſt daſh doth not much aduaunce his ſeruafits; | 
but voch fo2 chem bylicle and litle, the better 
alwayes to put them in comfoze and hope to re⸗ 
ceaue aduantage at laſte, to the ende that by 
this meane, they maye be holden in ſeruice, and 
not departe from his houſe: euen ſo, God du⸗ 
ring the time that we are in this woꝛld, giueth 
vs moze hope, then he doth benefites (and yet 
it is plaine that the graces that he beſtoweth 
vpon vs are infinite) foꝛ feare leaſte that it he 
ſhoulde make vs great and rich attonce, and 
ſhoulde give vs out of hande all the good that 
he keepeth in ſtoꝛe foꝛ bs, it woulde make vs to 
abandon his ſeruice, as we ſee ſometimes it 


yaps 
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happened to the Jewes by this occaſion, As 
Godrepzocheth them by his pꝛophet Jeremy: 2.1. 
Iſpake vnto thee when thou waſt in pꝛoſpe⸗ 
ritie, but thou ſapdeſk, J will not heare: this 
hath bene thy cuſtome and manner from thy 
pouth, et. | 
The third reaſon,why God doth not attonce 7. ird 
defende x foztifie vs and that thzoughout, when n. 
he hath regenerated vs, is, to the end that thoſe 
infirmities which vet remaine in vs after our 
regeneration, ſhoulde ſerue to exerciſe vs, and 
to keepe vs from flothfulnes and ſleeping, Foz | 
hauing (as S. Ambꝛoſe ſapeth) a robe o gar: S. Anbroſi. 
ment which is all to tozne and vuſewed, and 
which foz this cauſe had neede to be amended, 
we muſt occupie our ſelues in repairing and a⸗ 
mending the ſame: and muſt audyde by this 
meane flothfulneſſe and idleneſſe. Poꝛeouer, 
being ſo exerciſed we grow moze ſtronge and 
able to fight againſt the fleſh and againft all o⸗ 
ther enemies, Thich thing was aunſwered 
to S. Paule (when he deſired to be deliuered 
from that pꝛicke of the fleſh that ſo continually 
troubled him) that he ought to contente him 
ſelfe with the grate of God which is ſufficient: 
the ſtrength 'whereof ſheweth it ſelfe moꝛe in 
vaur inſirmities then in our pꝛoſperities. Marke 
then that our diſeaſes and „ vs 


2. Cor. 12. gp 
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in ſted and greatly p2ofite vs, when we ſuffer 
and beare them patiently, and we ought to con · 
tente our ſelues with the onely will ol God that 
ſenveth them, and like wiſe we muſt waye that 
the ende of theſe imperfections, which he hath 
pet left in vs after that he hath regenerate vs, 
is, to keep vs in obediẽce, and to bꝛidle vs, that 
we do not ſtumble and goe aſtraye. Fo2 even 
like as to be wiſe, it behouerh vs to be fooles 
f. cer. 3. 18. (as S. Paule ſapeth) and to the ende we maye 
ſee moze cleerly (as Jeſus Chzilt ſapeth) to 
John 9.41. he blinde: euen ſo that we maye be perfect we 
muſt be imperfect, and that we haue fowle and 
dirtie feete, it is to keepe vs occupied in wa⸗ 
ſhing chem. 
The 4 boint Mauing nom handled cheſe two partes of 
where the Chꝛiſts righteouſnes, it followeth neceſſarply 
nee to be knowen, whar the matter ts whervps this 
% e kighteouſnes wozketh , where itreftech and is 
founde. tobe foundeeftherinhimoz4nvs.” Where as 
the Soꝛbonicall ſophiſters ſay that we can not 
be otherwiſe rightedus, then by the righteoul⸗ 
nes that is in vs: we ſaye cleane contrary, to 
witte, that righteouſnes which we muſt haue 
to eſtape the itudgement of God, is not in vs, 
2. Cor. 5.21. but in Jelus Chzitt. As O. Paule ſayech, that 
he was made ſinne foꝛ vs, that we ſhoulde be 


made the — of God in him. It — 
wil 
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will therefoze rightely vnderſfande, how his 
righteouſneſſe is attributed vnto vs, we muſt 
know in what reſpect our ſinne is attributed 
unto him: fozaſmuch as there is the like reaſon 
of the one, as there is ol the other. But it is ve- 
rie certaine that our ſinnes were neuer effec- 


tually in Jeſus Chzift: who being conteaued 


by the holy Ghoſt was alwaies holy, innocent, 
cleane, and without ſpotte:but our ſinnes were 
onely imputed vnto him, to the ende that he 
ſhoulde beare the puniſhment of them fo2 vs. 
In like m is righteouſnes is not eſſen: 
tially in vs. Foz to what degree ſoeuer,of holy⸗ 
nes 02 vertue we be come vnto in this life, chere 
is not wichſtãding alwayes in vs a great many 
of diſoꝛdzed and vnruly affections: in our vne 
derſtanding a great manp of euill thoughtes: 
in our mouthes a great many of euill woꝛdes: 
in our wozkes a great many of imperfections 
and indirect dealinges: in all our life there is 
ſo much cozruption and filthynes,that obit ſelfe 
it is abhominable and ſtincking in the ſight of 
God, Mhervpon a man maye well know, that 
ſuch a righteouſneſle as that is that was in 
the ſonne of God, neither dwelleth noz remay⸗ 
nech eſſentially in vs, but onely by imputation: 
to the ende that thereby we maye 8 the 
F th 


Heb.7.16. 


86 Of Chriſtian = 
coleſſ3.3. rewarde, And altogether like (as S. Paule 
ſayeth ) that our life is hidde in him, and muſk 
not be reueiled, till che time chat he ſhall ap⸗ 
peare in gloꝛie: euen ſo is our righteouſnes, 
the which appeareth not clearely enough, by 
reaſon of our imperfections , no moꝛe then our 
like doth by reaſon of our mozcalitie and co2- 
ruption, till che daye that God ſhall appeare 

in iudgement in the perſon of his ſonne. 
The righ- This is the reaſon why this righteduſneſſe 
21 is compared ta a robe, accoꝛding to that which 
compared is lapde in the Pſalme: that chgpzieſtes ſhould 
0 a robe. be clothed with righteouſneſſe, Foz as a robe 
Pſal. 132. is not bozne with vs, and we haue it not from 
our mothers wombe as we haue our ſkinne: 
e it is not faſtened to our bodies as the ſkinnes 
ol beaſtes: euen ſo likewiſe neither is the righ⸗ 
teouſnes wherwich we are couered, as with a 
longe robe, tothe ende that our imperfections 
mape not be perceaued. And this is a great bes 
ncfite and mercie that God hath done and be⸗ 
ſtowed vpũ vs, in that he hath not aſſigned it to 
our {clues noꝛ put it ouer in our owne handes, 
but hath pꝛouided a ſtewarde, to whom he hath 
deliuered it in truſt: fozaſmuch as we are ſo 
ill aduiced, and ſo ill houſbandes, that had we 
ance the oꝛdʒing of it our ſelues, the deuill by 
his lleightes and conuapaunces woulde _ 
4 
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beguile vs. Fo? it our foze fathers who were 
ſo wiſe # indued with ſo many excellent graces, 
coulde not keep ſafely that oziginall righteouſs 
nes fo2 ſo ſmall a time, (wherewtth they were 
adozned from the beginning) and were notable 
to pꝛeſerue them ſelues fo2 ſolicle a while from 
the crafty fetches and ſnares of Satan, but that 
they loſt it:That maye happen vnto vs, which 
are not ſo wiſe as they were, if we ſhoulde haue 
the keyes and charge of ſo great and pꝛecious 
a treaſure, as is the righteouſnes ofthe Donne 
ol God? 

It is a great commoditie and verie good fo Dinerſe f- 
a tree, that the life and ſappe therof lyeth hidde d 
inthe roote: Foz this is the meane to defende; 2 
and pꝛelerue it fromthe ſfozmes and rotes of ee 
the winter: euen lo is it fo2 our pꝛoſit, chat our /;,, ha. 
life and our righteouſnes are in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, cui bis 
who is our foundacion and roote. Fo? being ten- 
locked vp in ſo ſure a place, it ſhal be pꝛeferued . r. 
and kepte fo2 vs againtt all thoſe that woulde 4015 4 
robbe vs 02 ſnatche it awape from vs by trea⸗ 
ſon 02 violence. We ſee that kinges and great 
lozdes, they neither medle noz deale with any 
money, but they leaue their reuenues in the 
handes of their treaſozers and receanours to 
diſpoſe of them, contenting them ſelues when 
they veus ane needs; d2 other _— to'be 
iti 
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puruaped and pꝛouided foz, of that which is 
neceſſarp:what neve th? is there that we ould 
haue our goods in our owne hands, ſeeing that 
we ſhall lacke nothing, that is needfull fo2 vs? 
We haue the grace of God, we are his chil⸗ 
dꝛen and conſequently his heires: we are en⸗ 
lightened, guided, ſtrengthened, and comfoꝛ⸗ 
ted by his ſpirite: we are citizens of his king⸗ 
dome, and ſeruauntes of his houſeholde: to be 
ſhoꝛte, we haue all che pꝛoſites, rentes and come 
modities that grom ot his righteouſnes: what 
woulde we deſire moꝛe ? Is it not enough that 
we gather the fructe of a tree, and that it al- 
wayes remapne in his place, and that we car⸗ 
ry it not awaye with vs? In like manner alſo 
we muſt contente our ſelues to be partakers of 
the fructes of Chꝛiſt his righteouſnes, albeit 
itbenoteſlencially in vs: but onely by imputa- 
tion, and in aſmuch as thꝛough his onely mer⸗ 
cie it is beſtowed vpon vs. | 

But here a doubt maye be moued, how we 


maye be can be righteous , by the righteouſneſſe of an 


righteous 
by therigh- 


reowſnes of 


other, ſeeing that this is a perſonall qualitie, 
which can not be communicated to an other, no 


an other. mote then health, wiledome, ſtrength and bew⸗ 


tie, Now can J be otherwiſe in healch, then by 
the healch that reſteth effectually in my bodie: 
how can it be then that J ſhoulde berighteous, 
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by the righteouſnes, that dwellech in an other? 
Te muſt aunſwere that this is done by impu⸗ 


tation: And as a man mape be acquited ot his , 
tredituur, by the paymente which ſome ſhall: f tbe 
the debrour,ac- 
debtour: euen ſo we maye be righteous, by the ed 27 
righteouſnes of an other, when he is accepten „ her. 


make of his owne money in the name of 


in our name, as that is of Jeſus Chit, when 
we are vnited and knit vnto him. All che mem- 


bers of the body without the eye, are altoge- +, fl. 
ther blinde of chem ſelues, and yet notwithſtan⸗ t of che 
ding, they ceaſe not euery daye todo their du · members of 
ties rightely. The leete go without ſtomdling, 


the handes without offending: in ſuch ſoꝛt that 
ech one ofthem is led in his wozke by the light 
of the eye which illuminateth e directeth them: 
and as the ſight ofthe eye is communicated ta 
all the members of the body, who ſee by it and 
in it: euen ſo we in like manner are p2oficed by 
the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which is im⸗ 
parted with vs, as the ſight of the eye with the 
members, to the ende that we maye vſe it in 
the iudgemente of God, there to be acquited 
and iuſtiſied, and pzonounced altogether inno- 
cente and diſcharged from all our faultes and 
offences. 

No let vs come to the other point, which 
is, to know by what meane we mape obtatne 


ghtened 
by MILL 
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mene, ve This richteouſneſle and appꝛopꝛiate it to our 
mn apro- ſelues. The onely meane is Faith as we maye 
pri * know by many places of the ſcripture. Foꝛ S. 
rec, Paule ſapeth that the righteoulnes of God is 
r cl by faith, Allo: that righteouſnes is reueiled in 
—_ Uthe Golpell, and communicated by faith. And 
Rom. 1. 17. in an other plate: being — by faith, we 
3 . haue peace in aur conſcience, And the Pꝛophet 
*-*-+ alſo ſayeth: That the righteous man ſhall liue 
bp faith. And Jeſus Chꝛiſt, in the wozde wher⸗ 
John 3.5. upon we altogether reſte, ſayeth: that who ſo⸗ 
euer beleueth in him, hall not come into iudge⸗ 
ment. And to them alwayes that were ſicke, 
and were healed, he ſayth commonly, that their 
faith had ſaued them, to the end to teach vs that 
Futh is the faith is the meane, which is neceſſarie to ob- 
eng meane tying not only righteouſnes, but alſo the adop⸗ 
vo faſten tion of childꝛen, the vndeſerued kauour, and 
obreine bis bleſſing of our God, and generally all the be⸗ 
righreouſ- nefites of Jeſus Chiilt, And altogether like as 
eſſe. we appꝛehende coulloꝛs by the ſight, ſoundes 
by the eare: euen ſo we appꝛehende by Faith 
—— pꝛomiſes, in which he offreth life vnto vs 
$. Ambroſe. all other his graces . As Ambzole ſapeth: 
Faith is ſuch avertue and of ſo great ſkrength, 
that it obtaineth all that God hath & cups vs 
we beleuing in him. 


But when we ſpeake ſo of Faith, we vnder⸗ 
ſtande 


* 
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ſtande not by this name a bare opinion which 
we maye haue of the truth 02 a ſimple perſwa- n thas 
ſion and conſent , wherby we allow all that is ng 
conta ynedin he ſcrip ture: but we vnderſtand Fh +. 
by this 5 Falth a linelp appꝛehenſion of the truth 

of Gods pꝛomiſes, and an aſſuraunce of his 

grace and fauour in Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Alſo, a full 
confidence that is ſufficient to beare all che tens 
cations, that can be laid vpon vs, and to beate 
downe death, the deuill, and all the gates of 
hell, and further to ſet it ſelfe againſt wach, 
in the iudgement and malediction of God, the 
which it turneth from vs as a tempeſt a ſtoꝛme 
when we are thzeatened, Nom when we earſt 
ſayed that the lawe contayneth the pꝛomiſes of 
God, and in them his vndeſerued fauour and 
grace , as the eye doth the colour , and the eare 
the ſounde, and the other ſenſes their pꝛoper 
obiect: we vnderſtande this of the aſſuraunce 
and certaintie onely, and not of any carnall fee⸗ 
ling. Foz the thinges that we beleeue, they 
can not be felt with the hande, noꝛ ſeene with 
the eye, no2 by any reaſon, oꝛ other ſenſe of man 
be compꝛehended, and yet neuertheles they are 
moꝛe certaine, then the thinges that we feele, 
becauſe our ſenſes maye be deceaued. As the 
eye which wil iudge a peete of wood in the wa⸗ 


ter tobe crooked, although it be verie ſtrrighiꝛ 
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But Faith when it is once grounded, # reſteth 
icſelfe vpon the woꝛde of God, it is aſſured of 
all that is therein taught, and ſpecially it em: 
bzaceth Jeſus Chzift and dzaweth from him 
everlaſting life, 

And albeit that oftentimes, conſidering the 
eſtate &diſpolition of thoie matters, it ſeemeth 
to bs that all thinges goe quite backwardes, 
contrarie to that which God hath pꝛomiſed vn⸗ 
to vs:pet notwithſtanding, in this caſe we muſk 
beleue, (as S. Paule ſayeth) in hope againſt 
hope, and in no wiſe doubt, but his pꝛomiſes 
ſhalbe accompliſhed. Foz ſooner ſhall heauen, 
earth, and all the woꝛlde periſh, then the leaſt 
fote of that which God hath pzomiſed vs, and 
which is pꝛoceeded from his mouth , fafll co be 
fully x wholp accompliſhed in his time. When 
our reaſon then, oz ſenſe will doubte of that 
which God hath ſayd, 02 vnſape and murmurs f 
againſt it, oz any manner of waye, diſtruſt his 
pꝛomiſes, we mult reſiſte and ſette our ſelues 
manfally with all our might againſt it, as A- 
bzaham did: and ſtaye our ſelues (aa he did) 
wholly vpon this, that God alwape eth both 
will, and might to perfozme what ſoeuer he 
bath pꝛomiſed. 

And when we come to conſider the coꝛrup⸗ 
tion and vice of our nature, the rebellion of — 
wt 
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will againſt che will of God, our infirmities # 
imperfections,our diſtruſt alſo that we haue of» 
tentimes of his loue, and other doubts that we 
make of his pꝛouiotce. we muſt not then doubt, ;;,,. .. 
but that our faith is mightely aſſailed, and that , be- 
we haue to fight wonderfull ſharpe and daun · have r 
gerous combats: but that we mape auoyde % e 
them, it is needeful (as in all other tentation *©9** |} 
to keepe our ſelues alwayes to the woꝛde of 
God, and to make it a buckler againſt all that 
the deuill, our reaſon, and ſenſe can alleage a⸗ 
gainſt his will, and thoſe pꝛomiſes that he hath 
made vnco vs. Me muſt ( as S. Auguſtine S. Avg» 
ſapeth) ſhutte our eyes from all that we mape 
ſee,and from all conſiderations that may turne 
bs awape 02 feare vs; and open our e 
to heare and meditate vppon that which God 
ſayeth. And if on the one ſide conſidering the 
things that are pꝛeſent, we perceaue our ſelues 
a falling, # readie to be caſt headlong into any 
diſtruſt, we muff on p other ſide foz tocomfozt 
our ſelues, behold Jeſus Chꝛiſt, of whome we 
| are members & ſheep of his paſture, # we muſk 
| oppole his righteoulnes againſt ourvices, his 

life againſt our death: his obedifce againſt our 
rebellion, his fauours æ rich grace againſt our 
wꝛetchedneſſe and pouertie, his ſatiſfaction gs 
gainſt our debtes , his mercie againſt our mi⸗ 
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ſerie, his ſtrength againſt our weaknes and tẽ⸗ 
tat ions, his merite and interceſſion, againſt all 
the accuſations & infoumations which: the law, 
our conſcience and the deuil himſelſe can bzing 
. fozth and alleage againſt vs: alwayes thin⸗ 
king. chat where ſinne aboundech , there grace 
yet moe aboundeth. hach farre moze ſtrength 
to ſaue vs then ſinne hath to condemne vs. Me 
mult do, as they that go vp into an high tower, 
who looking downewardes # ſeeing the depth 
are afraide to fall, and that they maye be the 
moze ſure they laye holde ofthe railes: euen io 
muſt we alwayes leane vpon the righteouſneſſe 
and death of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and ſtrengthen our 
ſelues in that. to the ende we maye be p2elerued 
from falling downe, 
wy — ſpoken of the meane whereby 
fans dps. a man mape laye holde af the righteouſnes of 
ding of the Chziſt, and of the qualitie of Faith that ap- 
fomer @pehendeth che ſame: it remayneth yet, that we 
ſpeake of thzee thinges . The firſt, whether 
that fo che laying holde vpon that righteouſ- 
neſſe, it be neceſſarie that Faith be perfecte. 
Then after wardes, whether it muſk be, that ic 
muſt be cleane from all vices : and laſtely whe⸗ 
ther, it hauing bene once receaued in our harts, 
we can looſe it after wardes, and be depziued 
ok it. - 
8 


poine. 
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the perfection ol the lawe, it is impoſſible that her 
euer we can attaine it: in as much as we are {i ma 
compaſſed about with a moztall body, which > tyre 
without ceaſing againſt che ſpirite, when it / 1: 
woulde lifte vp it ſelfe into any heauenly medi · chi 
tation: moꝛeouer, hauing ſuch an heape of dark; 
neſſes and falſe opinions in our ſenſes and vn⸗ 
derſtãding, it is impoſſible chat ever we ſhould 
haue any perfect knowledge of God, what dili⸗ 
gence, paine 0} trauell ſo euer we tooke to get 
ti: hauing in like maner a harte entangled with 
| ſo great paſſions and luſtes which dꝛiues vs he» 
ther and thether, to all vaine affections, in ſuch 
(ozt, that by reaſon hereof, we can not loue God 
perfectly and ſo conſequently haue any perfect 
confidence in him:becauſe confivence followeth 
loue, euen like as loue followeth knowledge. 
The knowledge therefoze and confidence 
| that wehaueof God being'imperfect , which 
are the two parts of Faith, ic followeth hereof, 
that it can not be perfect, # that we haue neede 
continually co begge at Gods hande, that he 
will augment it in vs, and daye by dape ſtirre 
vs vp in the meditation of his pꝛomiſes, which 
is the true meane to nourriſh, encreaſe, any 
augmente Faith , And wherco ſerue exhoztas 


As concerning the firſtpoint;ztowitte , of . 7. e, 
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- , ttons, pꝛapers, Sacraments, and ſuch other 

ererciles; if our Faith coulde be perfect here? 

ſecing that all theſe are not oꝛdeined © foſtred 

in the Church, to any other purpoſe, thento 

fo2tifie, and encreaſe the knowledge, zeale and 
affection of the faichfull. 

2. Pom Now let vs come to the ſecdnd point. Seeing 

whether that our Faith is neuer perfect in this wozlde, 

Faith muſt hut is alwapes mingled with an infinit nom: 

7% ber ol infirmities which almayes remayne in 

bs, in ſuch ſozt as there is none can ſaye his 

harte is cleane from all ſinne: and that we haue 

neede in reſpect of this, to begge of God in our 

pꝛapers, chat he will pardon vs our offences, 

and making the conkeſlion of our Faith, to ſay: 

A beleue the remiſſon of ſinnes: Notwithſtan⸗ 

ding all this that, as yet our faith is very weake 

t defiled with many imperkectiũs, neuertheles 

it ceaſeth not, to laye holde vpon that, that it 

hall pleaſe God to beſtow bpon it. No other: 

wiſe ( ſoꝛ examples ſake)chẽ as a litle child who 

. m_ with his litle handes, 02 a pooze man with his 

—— Ar * rugged , and ſcabbie handesrefuſenot to take 

ſtrength of bꝛeade and other almes,that a man will beſtow 

Fajeh, vpon them, aſwell as if they were greater and 

whole. Altogether like as diſeaſes that are vni⸗ 

In other lexſall thzough out the whole body, (as is a 

Fmilrude. burning agewe ) though they weaken all the 

partes 


——— — — ů — 


* 


Rüighteouſnes. 
partes of the ſame and ſpecially the ſtamacke, 
moze then all the reſte: yet neuerthelelſe hin ⸗ 
der not but chat it maye take a medecin, yea ra- 
ther the diſeaſe is an occaſiũ vnta it to prouoke! - 
it ta take it: euen ſa alſo it ought to be ſa farre 
of, that che weakenes of our Faith ſhauld keep 
vs from embzacing righteouſnes and che other 
benefites of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that it muſt pzepare 
and diſpoſe vs tothe cantrarie: Accoꝛding to 2.5.35. 
which Jelus Chzift ſapeth to the Phariſees 
whothaught'them ſelues to be righteous, that 

he came not f0} their fakes, but to call ſinners: 

adding the reaſon, to witte that they that are 
ſicke haue neede of the phiſition. Ind euen like 
as our diſeaſes and infirmities let not but that 
our faith, be it neuet ſo weake , is pet capable 
of the graces of God, of all the righteouſnes 
of his ſonne: euen ſo the lictlenes of faith ma⸗ 
keth it not leſſe capable to be able to appꝛehend 3 
and embzace thatrighteouſneſſe | And like as 
altogether the Aple ol the eye which is ſo litle, 

and pet, ſoꝑ all chat can appꝛehend the light ol 
the Sunne which is ſpꝛed ouer all the hozizon, 
yea and the Sunne it ſelfe which is farre grea⸗ 
ter, and moze ample then all the earth: cuen ſo 
the eye of faith, albeit that it be verie (mall, yet 
it ceaſeth not to lay holde of the Sunne of righ⸗ 
teouſnes, together with his r iuſtice and 


VVhe- 
1 the e- lapde thzee pointes, that is to ſaye: whether 
lect can loſe Faith being once receaued into our hartes, we 


their fail. can biterly alterwatdes looſe, and fozgve it. 


ſhall alwaypes be in doubt of our ſaluation. But 
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other giftes, wbich are anne 
in number. 

But nom let bs bandell the laſte of the foꝛ⸗ 


Fo! if hauing once receaued it, we tan not be 
aſſured to keepe it conſtauntly to the ende, we 


if we be once perſwaded and reſolued in this 
point, that hauing bene inſpired by the ſpirite 
of God in our hartes, it will fill there abide, 
and dwell there fo2 euer: this perſwaſtion will 
alwayes keep our ſpirites quiet and contented, 
and they ſhall alunyes be toyefull.; pea in the 
middeſt of all tentations that mape aſſaile vs, 
Aherfoꝛe it is very neceſſary foʒ vs to marke, 
and diligently to impꝛinte in our mindes, all 


the places ol che holy ſcripture, in which Gov 


hath aſſured vs of the continuaunce and perſe⸗ 
ueraunce ot his grace and fauour towardes vs, 
and of keping vs in the faith, and gining of all 
the other gittes that he wil communicate vpon 
vs. As in the ſtrſt place, this teſtimonie of S. 
Paule woulde be marked, which ſayeth: that 
Faich is ioyned with election, and ſo by conſe⸗ 
quence founded vpon the counſaile and will of 
God which i is everlaſting # immutable ; _— 
alters 
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afcerwards that place of the Romaines where 
it is and: That the giftes and calling of God 17.29 
are without repentaunce, that is to ſape, irre- 
uocable, when he hath once giuẽ them vnto vs, 
Alſo, that which is ſayd in S. Matthew: That . 13.12 
to him that hach, it all be giuen. Jfchen, wwe 
haue by Gods grace, Faith and the giſtes of 
the ſpirite, let vs be certaine that they ſhall re 
maine ſtill with vs, and looke by the lelfe ſame 
grace that they were freely beſtowed vpon vs, 
by the ſame they ſhall be keept and encrealed, 
Alſo there is an other place of the Apoſtle, that No.8. 30. 
all they which were pꝛedeſtinate to life ſhall 
afterwarde be called, iuſtiſted, and in the ende 
glozified : If theſe fo wer pointes, wherein is 
contained the whole ſumme of the ſaluation of 
God his childzen be fo chained in oꝛder one to 
the other, by an immutable decree of God: we 
muſt cõclude, chat as our election is ſure, ſtable 
t permanent, ſo alſo are the other effectes that 
do neceſſarply follow it: Alſo that which S. 
John ſaveth in his firſt Epiſtle: that he that is 1. n 5.18. 
boꝛne of God ſinneth not, and the wicked tou⸗ 
cheth him not, Alſo: that goodly pꝛoteſtation 
thatthe Apoſtle maketh fo2 him ſelfe and all 
the faithfull , with fo great aſſuraunce. Jam Rem 8.38. 
(ſapth he) certaine, that there is neither death, 
no: lite, no Angells, noz 8 5 102 
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powers , no; thinges pꝛelent, noꝛ thinges to 
tome, noꝛ thinges highe,noq thinges lowe, noz 
any crrature, that ſhalbe able to ſeparate vs fri 
the loue of God which is in Jeſus Chꝛiſt our 
Love, Alſo, that which Jeſus'Chzift ſapeth 
to his diſtiples: If any man loue me he will 
keepe my woꝛde, and my father will loue him, 
and we wil come vnto him and dwell with him. 
Cahereupon we mape note that he ſapeth not, 
We will viſite him, and ſo departe againe, as 
many times we lee freindes doe viſtte'one an o⸗ 
ther: but he ſapeth , we will abide wich him: 
which is as much to ſaye: TUe will holde our 
ſelues to him, and dwell continually wich him, 
without euer departing from him. 

By all theſe places, and many moze which 
might be rehearſed out of the ſcripture, it aps 
peareth plainly that faith being once giuen vs 
of God, it ſhall neuer be quite taken away from 
vs, and ſo by conſequence neither the grace of 
God, which alwapes followeth it. And al- 
though it ſeeme oftentimes foꝛ deade, as it was 
in Dauid, when he committed fo great and 
heinous ſinnes one after an other: pet fo2 all 
that, there remained alwayes in his harte, a 
tertaine remnaunte of it. which ſoꝛ a time was 
hidde as ſtre is under the Aſhes. And like as 
when it is raked vp it ſheweth not his bꝛighte · 
nes 


— 
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nes no2 heate outwardly, vutill it be vnraked 
and kindled in a flambe : euen ſo, it oftentimes 
falleth aut with our faith, which is hidden and 
couered with many vices, which þ molt holpelt 
DSainctes of God them ſelues doe many times 
committe (euen as to fall into diſeaſes) the 
which continueth, till ic pleaſe God to ſtirre vs 
vp a new by his ſpirite, and to light vs againe, 
euen like as wht? a candle is put out. Ie muſt 
iudge then ol our faith , as of a tree, which in 
winter ſeemeth to be deade, becauſe it hach no 
fruit noz leaues no} any outward appearaunce 
of life:and yet notwithſtanding it cealeth not ta 
liue, æ ſhewech chat life, that was hidden with⸗ 
in, outwardly. in the ſpꝛinge time, bzinging 
fozth flowers and leaues, and taking againe 
bis goodly hewe : in ſo much as the ſappe and 
ſtrength which keepte it ſelfe encloſed in the 
roote during the time of the colde, ſpꝛeadeth it 
ſelfe thꝛoughout all the bꝛãches, to make them 
greene and freſh againe; Euen ſo likewile is it 
of Faith, which ſeemeth oftentimes to be quite 
dead in vs, when it bꝛingeth not foꝛth any ſenſe 
oꝛ feeling neither of God, noz ol his pꝛomiſes, 
no2 of his commaundements 02 thꝛeateninges: 
And ſheweth not it ſelfe by any other wonted 
effect. Notwithſtanding this, it is aliue in vs, 
and the life of it hath his being — Jeſus Chziſt 

[ly 
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in whome it is ingraffed 4 planted. And as the 
ſtrength of this roote can neicher be krolen no2 
deade: euen ſo neither can the Faith ol a Chzi⸗ 
ſtian which is ſo depelie grounded within be 
altogether extinguiſbed and deade deing the 
roote of all immoꝛtalitie, from whence it (ets 
cheth his life. 

Howe the But beſoꝛe we ende this matter, it needs» 
2 710 full to conſider one wonderfull thing, to witte, 
jw 7 e how the righteouſnes of Chꝛiſt, which is one 
be diſribu- onely, mape be alſo entierly diſtributed co e- 
:ed ro 4 Uerponeofhis members, without being deut- 
zhe faich- ded and ſundzedin any reſpect. 
full. To aunſwere this point, a man mape ſape 

of it, as certaine hiloſophers haue ſayd of the 
A ſai; (oule of man, which is wholly thzoughout the 
zude of che Whole body, and in euery parte a like: euen ſo 
ſoule. is the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chaifk , whally in 
the bodye of the whole church, as the ſoule , to 
giue it life and to mainteine it. Then is it alto⸗ 
gether, in euerp of the particular members, to 
make them ſtrong, whole, ſtowt and of courage 
to doe all their offices and duties. The which 
thing a man mape vnderſtande by two ſimili⸗ 
tudes, one is of the voice, which being hearde 

3 of a great many perſons, is in luch ſoꝛt recea⸗ 
7 7 nedofcuery one of them, pzouided that they be 


&1he face, attentiue, that the lame is wholly vnder ſtoode, 
without 
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without beinge deuided oz ſundzed in anpre⸗ 
ſpecte , The ocher ſimilitude is of the face 
which maye be receaued in many glaſles , and 
wholly — to all » withourany diuiſion 
02 ſeparationofthefame. : 

Letvsconclude then thaca faichfull man 
thꝛough faich embzacech the whole righteouſs 
nes and all the fructes of the ſacrifice of Jeſus 
 Chaiſt: and chat, fo this cauſe he can not be 
condemned oꝛ accurſed befoze Gods iudgemtt. 
no moꝛe then his head with whome he is in ſe⸗ 
parablp knitce + vnited. When any man isfaln 
into the water where he is vp euen to the chin, 
if he cannot be hurt, as lõg as his head is aboue 
the water: although that all che members and 
partes of his body be dzowned and foundzed:(o 
alſo we cannot be ſtifſled oz hurt in the deapths |, 
ol death, ſeeing that Jeſus Chꝛitt our beade, is 
alwayes lift vp aboue thoſe deapths, + foz that 
vppon the life and health of him dependes the 


4 ns 


health and ſaluation of all his members, _______— 


markes we maye know, whether we poſſeſſe ve {now 
Jeſus Chziſt, and whether he dwell in vs and whether le- 


we in him. S. Paule ſayech to the Romains: oo | 


that being iuſkifted by Faith, we haue peace in ,, ,,; 
our ſoules : which is an vndoubted token that — 
Chꝛiſt dwellech in our hartes, 8 is to ſape: 

ui 


Now it is time toſhew by what ſignes and Hove „ 


| 
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when we feele there tranquilitie and teſte, and 
that we beginne to be peaceable in our con⸗ 
ſciences: to ments, bytinges, anguiſhes, ter- 
roꝛs and diſtruſtes there ceaſing: and when in 
the ſted of all theſe, there cometh in place, iope, 
pleaſure,conſolatton,and as it were a common 


/, feaſtwhereallretopce, Foze is Chꝛiſt 
＋ liueth in vs and we in hint: to witte when a 


4 ; our thoughtes , our meditations, our wozkes 
and our delightes, doe carrie vs to him, as to 


the marke: And when we ſette him out to aur 


* ſelues, to bẽ dur onely glozie, honour, riches, 
treaſure, and the grounde ok all our hopes: and 
that we holde him as our cheife and ſoueraigne 
good, that is to ſape: when we neither knowe, 
deſire,o2 ſeeke after any other but him: and that 
— we are enlightened , by his light and ſpirite, are 
— made wile thzough his wiſedome, and ſkronge 
though his strength, and riche thzough his 
- Hleſſinges,and righteous thꝛough his innocen⸗ 
4 cie, and bleſſed thzough his grace and fauour: 
te when we will haue no other maiſter to teach 
Wd vs, no? other light to leade vs, noꝛ other ſight 

to direct vs, noꝛ other truth to deliuer vs, no2 
dther like to quicken vs, noꝛ other king to go⸗ 
— uerne and defende vs, no2 other mediatour to 
toncile vs, and make vs at one with God, no 


— Other adnocat to pleade our cauſe in his iudge⸗ 
ment, * 
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ment, noꝛ other gate to enter in at to his king: 
dome, noꝝ to make vs thetexciopce ot the per 
fect and full ſelicitie, mbich he hath reſerued & 
keept foꝛ his elect. And in generall, iuhen w — 
neither ſerke, noꝛ will haue other fountaine to 
quenche our thirſt, noz ta ſatiſſie our deſires 
See then howe Jeius Ehzilt-luech in vs and | 
1 we in him. d 
It is verie true that the feeling, which we 7he peple- 
haue of all theſe thinges, is not alwayes a like _ and 
and the ſame invs. Foz aſmuch as we are not „ , 
alwayes a like diſpoſed, at onetime as at an o- ,,, g 
ther: and we haue not alwayes a like deſire to /. of the 
ſee 02 to heare the woꝛde of God, 02 to reade it, f/c>/ul. 
oꝛ to conłerre with our bzethern, which are 
moe aduaunced in the knowledge and ʒeale of 
the ſeruice of God then we are. And likewiſe 
the ſpirite of God doth not touch and ſtirre vs 
vp alwayes a like. And this is the cauſe that in 
our faith. as in all other qualities, there is ſome 
time moꝛe and ſome time leſſe, and that often- 
times it is moꝛe ſtrong t liuely, and then ſome 
times againe moze remiſſe and fainte. Foꝛ al- 4 fm 
together like as we ſee that water is moze hoat . 
oz colde,acco2ding as it is neare 02 farre of fr 
the fire: euen ſo is it with vs, accozding as we 
are moꝛe o2 leſſe exerciſed in the wozd, and dꝛi⸗ 
uen by Gods ſpirit, we haue moge 02 leſſe zeale 
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and affection, Ind altogether like as the diſpo⸗ 
ſicion of the followeth the qualitie and 
temperature of the aire, elementes and exer- 
tiles, to which wegiueour ſelues: euen ſo ac⸗ 
coding to the places where we line, and the 
nouriſhment that we there take, is the eſtate of 
our ſoules and conſciences. But be it that wa⸗ 
ter be ſometime hoate and ſometime colve; and 
chat it chaunge his qualities, ſometimes one 
Ar waye, ſometimes an other, pet is it alwayes 
water: euen ſo che man that is electe after his 
regeneration, is alwayes faithfull, hom ſo euer 
in that he is the childe ol Adam, he be ſome⸗ 
times enclined to euill, and that his faith is not 
alwayes in one and the ſelfe ſame eſtate, and 
that he is not alwayes accompanied wich the 
like ʒeale and affection. Fo? oftentimes it com- 


3 meth to palle that we fele Jeſus Chziftco ſtirxe 
. and moue him ſelfe in vs, and by and by after, 


haue no manner of feeling at all: but there⸗ 

— -fozehe ceaieth not to dwell in vs, nu mae then 
our ſoules do to dwell in our bodies when we 
fleepe, although in fleeping we neither feele 
them , no} any of their operations. A woman 
who hath conceaued and beareth in her mombe 
a younge childe, feeleth it not alwayes ſtirre, 
notwichſtanding when ſhe bath felt it once oz 


twiſe, ſhe doubtech not but ſhe is with childe: 
euen 


füghteouſnes. toy 
euen ſo it commech:to paſſe that we haue not a 


continuall feeling of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, to aſſure us 


that he dwelleth in vs and we in him: but it ſul⸗ 
fizeth that we haue him when occaſion ſerueth; 

There are ſome alſo that feele and taſte in 
ſome ſozt the righteouſnes'of Jeſus Chzilt: but 
ony other ſide they haue a farre greater feeling: 
of cheir ſinnes, which oftencimes makech chem 
to feare that they are not in God his fauour, 
Concerning this point we muſt note, that we 
moꝛe feelechat which is euill, then that which 
is good. Fo as we lee by experience, we feele- 
the calamities and mileries of warre moze then 
the fruicts and pleaſures of peace, ; thegriefes: 


of diſeaſes, moze then the quietnes of health, x 


the hardenes of pouertie, moe then the pꝛo⸗ 
fites and commodities of aboundance e riches: 
by reaſon whereof we ought not much to mer: 
uell, if we feele the ſtinginges and pꝛickes ol 
ſinne a great deale moꝛe then the conſolations 


of the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt:ſeeing that 2 
ſinne dwelleth in vs e not righteduſnes, which =, 


thing is in cauſe that the one is moꝛe ſenſible 
then the other: Notwichſtanding foz all this 
we muſt not thinke, that ſinne is greater and 
ſtronger then righteouſnes, oꝛ that it can in any 
reſpecte be compared vnto it, oꝛ can be moze 
able to condemne and deſtrope vs, then che 


— 


2 4 
= 


=." qa God is, to iuſtiſie and ſaue vs. e haue ſome 


remedie 
«z4in/i ihe hut their ſinnes: and therefoze they liue in con 


tentation 6 


the cõtinual 
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righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt | grace of 


times in the toppe of a finger, ſome paine 02 
greife; which we feele a great deale moze then 
the healch that is all ouer the refte of the bo⸗ 
die pea though it be much greatet then the 
paine of our ſinger. Wherefoze we muſt not 
eſteme the greatnes oꝛ the ſtrength, whether it 
be of righteouſnes oꝛ ſinne, accoꝛding to that 
feeling we haue: becauſe the one is alwayes 
moze ſenſible then the other: and ſpecially fo 
almuch as we embzace righteouſnes onely by 
faith which is ol thole thinges that are not out⸗ 
warde and ſenſtble, | 

There are others allo tbat keele nothing elſe 


tinuall feare and diſtruſte, where aut they can 
not winde chem ſelues, hauing no taſte at all of 
the grace and righteouſneſſe of Jeſus Chziſt, 
noꝛ of any other meane, whereby it is graunted 
vnto vs. CAhich thing (of a truth) is verie dan: 
gerous: and they which feele them ſelues in 
ſuch caſe ought earneſtly to pꝛaye bnco God, 
that it will pleaſe him to quicken them vp, and 
to warme them thꝛough his ſpirite. And on 
their part it behouech that they giue thẽ lelues 
oftentimes to reade and to meditate pon his 
pꝛomiſes, and that they frequente the Church, 
' and 


—— — — — — —— — — — 
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and heare exhozrations , with the greateſt at- 
tan, foꝛ — Fay — en 
— they doe all thele t op pitt 
r —— 
thinke, that they are altogether vnpꝛofttable ing che ve 
vnto them no moꝛe the a man that taketh bꝛead a be 
and meate when he taketh and eateth it, with- — 
out any great appetite. m although that he N | 
haue not ſuch a pleaſure in eating. as il he were alnayer in 
well an houngred : notwithitiving,that which . | 
be receauech,ceaſech not to- pzofite and ſuſteine f | 
him, as we ſee in lickenes: euen ſa do 1 2 
and other Chꝛiſtian exerciſes, to which ſuch we owght 70 | 
colde perſons do giue them ſelttes ; And how have, of the 
ſo euer they make them without any greate ” r 5 
zeale , yet ſoꝛ all that they ceaſe not to Pꝛoſite ©2< 
them. And in euery thinge that commeth ta 
paſſe, howe ſoeuer it be hat they feele their 
ſinnes, they declare thereby that they are nat 
altogether deade, no vtterlyvepziued of life, 
and that therefoꝛe it onely remapneth foz them 
to ſearch the meanes how to encourage them 
ſelues, and to doe euen as a man woulde doe to 
fire, when it is out, which when he will kindle 
againe, he bloweth it, oꝛ to a lampe to which 
a man putteth ople when the lighte is going 
aur, 


. 
| zcinech 4. Moꝛtiſication o the fleſh conſiſteth in this 
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A remedie ©” There are other ſome which neither haue 
«g<inft the feeling of righteouſnes | 
——— theſe are alt 


chiſhnes 


or lacke 


2 vnto anything that is ſpoken, taught oꝛ ſhewed 


g 
the naturall heate, and choking all the ſenſes, 
mour4).cha All that we can doe fox theſe; isto-pzape vnto 
:e&erbavz) Godto heale them, as he did the man ſicke of 
« manner the Palſeye, and that he will reſtoze co them 
ſenſe+ 14” the bſe of their ſenſes, that they mape feele al⸗ 

Ttelng. well the burden and waite of their lines, as 
Alſo che tonſolation of his gracte. 

The laſte The laſte point that we haue to entreate of 

/ prine l fis efche effettes, that this righteouſnes byin- 

ee eſfecter eth loꝛth in bs after dur regeneration: wherof 
of ch15righ- there are fower pꝛintipall partes. 

def., The firlt ia of the moztification ofthe fleſh: 

The ſecond of the confeſſis of Faith. The third 


eneration 
S tha: co. of p1apers : and the laſt, of charitie. 


that me ſuffer not ſinne to reigne in vs:but tou⸗ 
{ 1.Themor. Tagiouſip fight againſt all the concupiſcences 
| 2fcarion of thereof,obaping the ſpirite ofthelawe of God, 
zhe fleſh. and groning continually vnder the burden of 


our 
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our inſtrmities, crying to God without cea⸗ 
ſing, that in this caſe he willmakean ende;and 
pꝛouide fo2 vs, 


Confeſſion confitethinthis; chat we PU ,. The con- 
bli the meanes of our ſalnation, and that we fg ef 
witneſſe it openly and euidentiy by our wozkes Faith. 


and woꝛdes atall times when occaſion is of- 
fred vnto vs: without being hind ed chzough 
— daunger what ſocuer. un 

rung pia ers, "19 NCCOLLATIE LNJ 
euening and mozmne; be ;efoze and alter meate, 
and in the beginning and ending of all our 
woꝛkes, we pꝛaye vnto God and pꝛaiſe him, 
begging that in our pꝛayers which he hath cd 
maunded vs — — fo gtue vneo 


ceſſion of Jeſus 223 


r 
As couchin irf 


alone Pedlatour-- 
;f Lis regqutrer 


that we Tone C 520 f Did all our hearte, with all e, 


our Frength and with all our vnderſtanding, 
and then our neighbour as our ſelfe , the which 
loue of our neighbour that it maye be righte it 
muſt be referred to that lone of God in ſach 
wiſe that it bethe rule and meaſure chereof, 
and like wiſe of all other our affections, 


Now in obſeruing ofthele fower po incees, 


— grounde vpon his grace 


— and vpon the merite and inter ⸗ 


3. Pray er:. 


= 


— N 
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flochfull to do aur indeuour cherein. The 


| thing that we maye auoide, we mu 0 
EE diligence euctyoceaſion to appi(e our 
-2leles thereto, and take heede to auoide choſe 
thinges which maye turne vs awaye from it. 
Chen afterwardes we muſt beware that in no 
umiſe we diſtruſte the grace of God, naꝝ the ſers 
nice that we oller vp vnto him, but chat me be 
ttextamniy perſwaded. that we together with dur 
woꝛkes, halbe accentable vnto him; thzough 
grace, That hauingthis perſwaſiõ we may go 
faithfully & cheerefuliy fo2ward in aur vocatiũ. 
— dud nallp, tbat we take goodheede tu out 
e ſelues; that aboue all chinges we be not pꝛe⸗ 
awoide pre- ſumpteous. And tu the ende, to krepe vs from 
— it, it is not enauugh, that we haue na apiniau of 
an opinion aut ſelues no} of our woʒkes: but as it is wꝛit⸗ 
as ſei- ten in the Plalme : we mult not deſire any 
Ph 7 =P ; thing that is tohighe ſoꝛ vs, butbe-confente 
ith that pozcion and mealure of grace, that i 
bat leaſed God T beſtow vpon vs, and we 


and meane that be hath giuen vs: As S. Peter 

1. Pei. 4. 10 ſapeth; Let euery man as he hath receaued — 
giſte, miniſter the {ame one to an other 
_coodhouſbandand Getwardeaf the graces and 

xiics of God, Foz it᷑ we haue receaued but two 


tallents, 


dur muſt ſirſt take heede that we be nat dall and, 


muſt apple our ſelues accoꝛdinq tõ that power 


—— — — ” —„—-— — 


—__ — — — — = 


Tu out there fo2 vs, Ewe be to bei 


teouſnes. 
tallentes, and wil make as great traffique wy 
the , as he that hath receaued fine, this is a p1e« 
ſumption befoꝛe God, who hath meaſured out 
and pꝛopoꝛtioned his giftes to our capacitie, 
and requireth of pꝛolites and gaines — 
to the quaneſtie — graces giftes whi 
be hath beſtowed vpon vs, 

We haueſaive in the beginning that the ſe* 75. fend 
condiud erto we mulk anſwere con- genen: 
cerning our righteouſnes,'is that of the lawe, ***7* ve 
which is no other thing then cheleate of Gods 7. == 
righteouſnes, to which it is impoſſible fo? vs ng our 
of our — to ſatiſtie neee, 
pozkes. thoughtes, wozdes,no2 affections but . 

are to be condemned of Bod —— 
this courte: as S. Paule ſapeth that all they 6.3. ic. 
which are vnder the lawe, are vnder the Curſe; 2. C7. 3.7. 
and in an other place, he calleth the law the i⸗ 


niſter of Death. AnvDottib peoking'co Gay ee f 
ſayeth: Enter not into tudgement with thy ſer <=. © 


— 


tant: Fa no man liuing ſhalbe iuſtiſied in Hp 
ſight: Alſo in an other place he ſayeth: O Lozd /A. 130.3 
if thou looke vpon our iniquities, who hall 
ſtande in thy indgement ? Foz aſmuchas this 
iudgement is ſo entier , where all thinges are 
examined, inſuch ſoꝛt. from point to point, that 
the bzighteneſſe and lighte of the moone and 
ſtarres, the righteouſnes and innocencie of the 


— 


+ 
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_ Angells, ſhall hardly eſcape from being reiec« 
ted and cenſured, as Job ſayth. Dom then ſhall 
we be able to aunſwere there, and what meanes 
(hall we alleage ſoz our iuſtilication, that we 
Nom 2.12. Mapeeſcape ? O. Paule ſapth, They that haue 
Unned without che lawe, (hall perich without 
the lawe, But leeing that they ſhall be condem⸗ 
ned by the lawe,who haue tranſgreſſed ic:what 
ſhall we do then? we canaunſwere and alleage 
many thinges foz our defence. 

The ve Firſt me can auoide this tudgement and 
Low to be kidde our ſelues ſrom it demaunding to be ſent 
deliuered he foze the thꝛone of Gods mercye: loʒaſmuch 
| | from «he aàs being free and deliuered, we are not any lon⸗ 
| . He ger vnder the lawe, but under grace; ſo as 


_ — 


— — 


| 
| 
| 


— Moiſes is not nowe any moze dur Judge but 


he lave, Jeſus Chiilt ito whom the father hach giuen 
Galat. 4. 7. aucthozitie and tudgement. Mozeauer mercye 
John 5. 22. (ag S. James ſapeth ) is aboue righteouſnes: 
Len. i i;. which is as an infexigur and lower courte,from 
which we map appeale to that highe and great 
courte of God his mercie:wherin Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
is ſette downe and keepeth the higheſt place as 
chiefe pꝛeſidente. And as it is he that is our ad- 
uocate, ſo we are aſſured that he will giue vs 
a diſcharge in our fauour. Wlherefoze if the 
lawe, Moiſes and the righteoulnes of God doe 
condemne ys. we muſt not therefoze be afraide: 
fozaſmuch as this is ſuch a ſimple ſentence, 
as 


— — 2 — > 
* 


r 
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as we mape at all times appeale from it. To 
tonclude, the lawe is as a receauer, which ta» 
keth accompte of our debtes, which is ſo harde 
and rigozous that by no intreatie it will re⸗ 
mitte and pardon any thing of chat we owe, and 
will make vs to pay to the vttermoſt farthing: 
But the Lozd is e that ſt⸗ peth x cloſeth bp che 
counte,to wit Jelus Thutft, being (contrary 
to the Iaw)good,gracioug and liberall; Tntrea - 
ting vs with all gentlenes, neither demaun⸗ 
ding any thing of vs but chat which we be able 
to pape, and furniſhing vs him ſelle with that 
which we lacke, and acquiting vs of his mere 
liberalitie of the ouerplus, ſo that pꝛeſently it 
maye be ſupplyed in him. 
Furthermoze we maye pet alleage in this 
iudgement, that the lawe cannot make our 
pꝛoceſſe: but Jeſus Chzilt, and che mercieof 
God be our aſſeſſours, who moderate iudge⸗ 
ment in ſuch lozt , that not onely it can not be 
hurtefullvnto vs, but very healchfull foz vs. As c 6c 
the iudgement of the woman taken in adulte⸗ 
rie, the figure therof: who being thzeatened ,,,, kD 8 
befoze Jeſus Chꝛiſt, by the Phariſees, who , ag.. 
maintapned that by the lawe of Moiſes ſhe / eu 
ought to be ſtoned to death, was notwithſtan ⸗ 


ding all that they coulde alleage, ſence awape 7 


by Jeſus Chzilt, without her accuſers, oz any ler 
others that were in their companie, once inter / 1e/uchrip, 
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poſing to hurte her in any ſozte what ſo euer: 
Onely Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſaych vnto her, that henſe 
fozwarde ſhe muſt take heede that ſhe ſinned no 
moꝛe: and ſo that condemnation which the mt- 
niſters of the law had pꝛonounced againſt her, 
was by Chꝛiſt, turned into a ſimple admonitis 
and inſtruction. Athing chat ought. well to be 
The ſe of Marked, to the ende we maye vnderſtand what 
the leve to- bdught now a dayes to be the true vſe of the 
werde: the lame towardes the faithlull: which condemneth 
farbfal. them no moze to death as it was wont, but teas 
cheth and enſtructech them of their deucte., ex⸗ 
hoꝛteth them to that, and repꝛoueth, and pꝛo⸗ 
dtureth, by all meanes ſo to direct, and bzing 

them on, as they maye be ſuſſiciently enabled 

to goe to the ſchoole of Jeſus Chꝛiſt. 

"FEY The lawe and Jeſus Chzift in like manner 
ſon & dif- Areas a Phiſicion and ſurgeon, comming to a 
ference of ſicke man to heale him. The ſurgeon openeth 
che lave & the veine , and taketh awaye bloude from him, 


Ae Gille not to the ende to make him to dye, but as a res 


medie, appointed fo2 the recouerie ofhis health 
and ſauetie. The lawe allo petrceth our impo⸗ 
ſtume, c ſometimes maketh a great hole in it: 
but neither to the ende to kill vs, noz to hurte 
vs: but to bꝛing vs into a good oꝛder, to the end 
we may be the moze eaſely healed, Thoſe ſen- 
tences then, that the lawe pꝛonounceth againſt 
bs , they are p2oficable foz vs, fo? _— 

| t ep 
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they awaken vs and make bs ta looke to our 
ſelues and to our affaires, and to be moze dilf- 
gent to ſearch out the meanes wherby to bing 
vs into good ozder, 11 | 
The laſt bulwarke that we can ſet againff , ,. . 
the judgement of the lawe,is that Jeſus Chzilk e, er 
bath fulfilled che ſame fo bs, as he him (elfe defence «- 
witneſſeth: that he came not to aboliſh the law, K , 
but to fulfil it, hich thing S. Paule allo con- C. 
firmeth laying: that Chziſt is the accompliſh- 31 f. 17. 
mente of che lawe in righteouſnes to all bele⸗ R 10.4. 
uers, {Aherfoze we be not, in any wife ſubiect 
to death, noz tothe curſe, chat the lawe hath 
pꝛonounced againſt them, chat haue tranſgrel⸗ 
fed it, ſeeing we are the members of Jeſus 
Chziſt, and that we haue keept and fulfilled it 
in him. And as in Adam we were made ſinners 
thzouch diſobedience: euen ſo being incozpo⸗ 
rated into Jeſus Chziſt, we are righteous 
thzouch his obedience ; and ſo conſequently 
exempte from che turiſdiction and power of the 
lawe: which cannot exerciſe the aucthozicie, it 
hath to condemne vs, but againſt them, that 
tranſgreſſe, and are rebellious againſt it. Ah 
therfoze we endeuour our ſelues, to do our dens 
tie, to moztiſie, thzough his ſpirite the wozkes 
ofthe fleſh, there is not any condemnation to 
vs, no? to all them that are in Jeſus Chzift, 
who are by a liuely Faith rn ins Nen. d. a 
} 
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graffed e incoꝛpoꝛated into his righteouſnes, 
, Thethird kftve of indgement whereofwe 
«co», Wake inthe beginning of our diuiſion is the 
zo wie, he judgement of men: 255 commonly is moze 
iudgemem COLrupte and v 3 


te, by reaſon of their igno⸗ 
of men-and yaunce & falſe opinions which they conceaue 
of che re-* frame in their owe vnderſtanding; and like⸗ 
art Hs wile becaule ol chert palſivs and defires,which 
- *. oftentimes dine and carry them hedlong con: 
ttat ie to their wil. Wtherfoze we mult not trou⸗ 

ble out ſelues much toſatiſfie that,eſpectally in 
matters that appertaine to religion and con⸗ 

ſcience, As in the doctrine of ſaluation, which 
we muſt not take from any other, but from the 
ſpirite of God ,no2 ſearch fo? it any where elle 
but in the lawe and the Golpell: where all is 
taught by the wittingesof the Pꝛophetes and 
Apoſtles. Aherelgze there is no other rule of 
, pur Faith and obedtence, büt the onely will 


DP of God, that is to ſaye we ought not to be⸗ 


lene any thing, as concerning our ſaluation, 


A. but that which he hath p2omiſed in his holy 


Golpell, noꝛ doe any thing fo2 his ſeruice, but 

that which he hath commaunded and oꝛdeined 

in his lawe. And when ſo euer it be founde, that 

dur faith men will be ſo raſhe either to adde, oz to dimi⸗ 


bude. mib, o; to alter anpthing in the wende of God, 


pen ochers, there a man ma pe iudge, and ſurely perſwade 


him ſelle of ſuch, that they are falſe teachers 
and 
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and pꝛophets: and ſo likewiſe of them that be⸗ 
leue & ſubmitte them ſelues vnto ſuch by whom 
they are abuſed and deceaued. This is the rea- 
ſon why D. Paule ſapeth, that if he woulde 
pleaſe men, he ſhoulde not be the ſeruaunt of 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt. And in an other place: If an 
Angell from heauen ſhoulde teache any other 
Golſpell then that Jeſus Chziſt and his Apo» 5.1. 8.:0 
Nles haue publiſhed, that he woulde accompt 
him accurſed. It is therefoze needefull to be 
taught that in theſe thinges , belonging to the 


honour and ſeruice of God, and to the ſaluation 
and reſt of our ſoules, we reſte our ſelues alto⸗ 
gether vpon the ſcripture, and thereto bend our | 
ſelues as to the onely marke, that we neither 
haſt to much foꝛ warde, noz lagge to much be⸗ 
binde. And further that we hange not ener 
iudgement of men, as whereby we maye 
be iuſtiſied oꝛ condemned, 

Sainct Paule wziting to the Cozinthians 1. cer. 4. 3. 


7 

1 5 
— 

4 


ſapeth: J paſſe litle to be iudged of pou, 02 of 40e. 
the iudgement of men, no J iudge not my owne 
ſelfe : fozaſmuch as J know mp ſelfe not to be 
culpable in any thinge, vet am J not thereby 
iuſtiſied: but he that iudgeth me is the Lo2de, 
Therefoze iudge not befoze the time, befoze 
the Loꝛde come, who will bzinge all thinges 
to light, manifeſfinge the thinges that are 
hidde, and all the counſailes and affections of 


D tit 
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the harte: thẽ ſhal euery one be pꝛaiſed of God, 
Pereby he would teache vs not much to eſteme 
the iudgement of men be it in good oz euill, be⸗ 
cauſe they are vaine of their owne nature, and 
if they pꝛaiſe vs, this ought not ta pulſe vs vp, 
oz to encreaſe the opinio we haue of our ſelues. 
Alſo if they diſpꝛaiſe oꝛ condemne vs, we ought 
not therein to diſcourage our ſelues hauing the 
ſpirite of God, his woꝛde and our owne con⸗ 

ſcience, to ſuſteine and iuſtiſie vs, 

Te are at this day excommunicated of the 
Pope, and condemned and reiected from his 
pꝛeſence and of the moſt parte of men: and pꝛin⸗ 
cipally ot them, who are in greateſt eſtimation 
and credit of knowledge and wildom, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding concerning the Pope, we ought to 
make no reckoning ol him noz of all p ſentẽces 
that he can pꝛonounce and thunder out againſt 
vs. Foꝛhe is the enemie of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and 
conſequently Antichziſt: and an enemie of the 

light, fozaſmuch as all his wozkes are euil:and 
of the truth, being the firſt Emballadour and 
miniſter of lying:and to conclude, an veter ene⸗ 
mie to the laluatiũ of men, and ol che honour of 
God, Alſo he is the ſonne of perdition, co caſt 
awaye and to deſtroye all thoſe, which will des 
pende on his aucthozitie, and wilbe bzoucrht co 
bis opinion touching the eſtate and ſa luation of 
their conſcience. Js not this he which * 
the 


— 
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the name of blaſphemie vppon his fozhead, to ec. 1 3.1. 
ſhewe that he woulde be the p2otectour ? It is 
not therfo2e to be meruailed at, if he condemne 
and holde thoſe fo2 heretiques, which loue the 


uaunce the kingdome of Jeſus Chzilt, 
As concerning the great and wile men of 


this wozld we ought not allo to diſcourage our 3 


ſelues , if they ſette them ſelues with all their 


ſtrength againſt the truth, wherol they haue no 
knowledge as Jeſus Chpiſt ſapeth : that his 11.25. [4 


father hath hidde from the great and wile of 
the wozlve , the miſteries of the kingdome of 


Accozving to which S. Paule ſapeth ; that he 1. cr. 1.23. 


an offence to the Jewes, and fooliſhneſſe to the 
Grecians: alleaging that which is wzitten in 
Eſaie: J will deſtroye the wildome of the wile, 1 29.14- 
and will caſte awaye the vnderſtanding of the 

p2udente, And adioining that ſame queſtion, 


honour of God, and employ chem ſelues to ads — {| 


heaueu , and hath reueiled them to litle ones. 7 


p2eached Jeſus Chꝛiſt crucified, which was 


Where is the wile ? where is the (cribe?where 
is the diſputer of this woꝛlde? Math not God 
made the wiſedome of this woꝛlde fooliſhnes? 
Jeremie ſayeth alſo, ſeeing the people to make j,,, . 
no accompte of his woꝛde: J will get me vnto 
the great men, and will ſpeake vnto them. Foz 


they haue knowen the waye of the L 02d, which 4 


the people knew not. But thele alſo haue bzo⸗ 


Mar. 7. Iz. 


122 Of Chriſtian 

ken the poke, and haue banded them ſelues to⸗ 
gether to ſpeake againſt che woꝛde of God , as 
the others. All theſe places ſerue to ſhew vnto 
vs, chat God hath cholen che fooliſh thinges 
of the wozld,to confounde the wile, Andhereof 
it is, that we ſee nowe a dayes that the greateſt 
men and they that are ol moſt reputation in the 
wo2lde, do moſt obſtinatly reſiſte the truth and 
ſhewe by woꝛde and effectes, that they are moſt 
blinde in God his matters, taking darkenes fo2 

light, ſower foz ſweete, and ſweete fo2 ſower, 
Now as the greatnes and aucthoꝛitie of men 
ought not to aſtoniſh vs, no2 any whit to moue 
vs, ſo allo, neither the nomber and multitude 
of them. Foꝛaſmuch as the waye chat leadeth 
to deſtruction is bzoade, and is choſen of the 
greateſt nomber of perſones who enter there, 
and goe on in it becauſe that men are naturally 
enclined to embꝛace errours and lyes, and their 
is none, but the elect of God which beleue and 
loue the truth: who are a liclenomber (as Je- 

ſus Ch1ilt ſayeth) in reſpect of the repꝛobate. 
e conclude then, that to the ende we be 
righteous it is not needful that we ſatiſfie men, 
no2 confozme our ſelues to their iudgement, in 
matters that concerne the honour and ſeruice 
of almighty God, x the eſtate of che conſcience: 
wherin oftẽtimes they erre, becauſe they leaue 
the woꝛde of God which is the only way _ 
4 
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by a man maye well and rightely iudge and de⸗ 
fine ol theſe two poincts, and betake thẽ ſelues 
to the iudgement and definition of their owne 
opiniõs and phantaſeis, which are fo2 the mot 
parte fonde and ridiculous. 
There are two thinges in which we mape of be /e 
applie our ſelues to mans iudgement, chat is to of caul & ! 
ſay, to thinges meerly ciuill + politique, and to 7-59 - | 
thinges indifferent. Foz it muſt not be thatu * 
faithfull man be partiall in policie, neither that 
he violate the publique peace, as log as he may 
keepe it # mainteine it without offence to God, 
02 trouble to the quiet of his conſcience, But ic 
behoueth that he obaye the oꝛdinaunces of the 
Magiſtrate, and keep the ſtatutes, lawes c cu - 
ſtomes of the countrey where he dwelleth, care⸗ 
fully watching that he giue no occaſton of of: 
fence , no2 ſuſpicion that he will innouate oz als 
ter any thinge in the eſtate and policie of the 
common wealth. 

As concerning thinges in different, we muſt / be vſe 
follow the counſaill of S. Auguſtine writing to of anger 
Januarius: that when the thing that is com» ang 
maunded of men is not contrarte to Faith , noz . 
to good cuſkomes, we muſk hold them foꝛ indif: 
ferent, # not gaine ſtand in any thing what ſo e⸗ 
uer :top end to keep peace w thoſe with whom 
we are conuerſaunt. Foꝛ which caule Citco? 


BiGhop of Rome, was ſharpelp repꝛoued by 


. 
| 
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Ireneus E other auncient fathers : becauſe that 
ſoꝛ p diuerſitie of ceremonies, which they kept 
in the celebꝛation of Eaſter, he had ſeparated 
his Church from the Communion ofthe Eaſte 
churches. The which thing was attributed vn- 
tu him foꝛ great pꝛeſumption and arrogancie, 
that he would go about, to ſubiect all Churches 
to the Cuſtomes and ceremonies which were 
obſerued in his: and fo2 hauing renounced the 
common confederation, in which he ought to 
haue abidden vnited and faſt knitte, and not to 
haue bzoken the chaine of charity, which ought 
to haue locked together alike all the members 
of the vniverſall Church. 
The forth The laſt indgement to which we mult aur» 
erlaſtiudg ſwere, is that of our conſcience, which either 
ment, mich miniſtreth vato vs great conſalations, oz elſe 
grab great tozments , accoꝛding as it is either cuill 
ſcience. 02 well diſpoſed, Fo2 we may lapechatapure 
conſctence,is a paradiſe , which we maye haue 
A good cõ- in this woꝛlde: fozalmuch as there is not any 
ſcience ua thing which can bꝛing vs greater peace & con- 
panes tentmente, be it in pꝛolperitie oz in aduerſttie. 
Euen like as 5 bodie when it is in good health, 
is ſtrong and able to beare the great ſtoꝛmes # 
A femil- colde of winter, and likewile the exceſſiue and 
vntemperate heat of the ſommer:euen ſo a con⸗ 
ſciẽce that is whole, & fully reſolued, can beare 


ſtomtely all accidẽts. without peelding 02 h2 ins 
ing 


Righteouſnes. 125 
king vnder the burden and waight of any thing 


c to2mentevs. And as a good conſcience is as 
ſuger to lweeten and mollifie all our affections; 
euen ſo ß other is as ſharpe vinegre, which ſow» 
reth e troubleth all our ioyes and conſolations: 
And mozeouer as the one is ſufficient to reſiſt 
all tentations:euen ſo þ other is ſofte,cowardly 
g vanquiched aſſone as it is aſſafled ; It is ne⸗ 
ceſſarie therefoze that as we are curious in loo: 
king to the health ol our bodies, obſeruing fo 
that purpoſe, the diete and gouernment that is 
deliuered © appointed by the phiſition vnto vs, 
e cotrarywiſe abſtaining from all thoſe meats, 
t exceſſe which map offende & alter our health: 
enen ſo that we haue the ſame deſire and care to 
pꝛeſerue that health of our ſoules, marking di⸗ 
ligently all the rules and oꝛdinaunces of good 
life, which God the moſt highe and ſoueraigne 
phiſition hath appointed vs, and taking heede 
on the other ſide, to auoide and ſhun that, which 
he hath pꝛohibited and foꝛbidden vs. 

Let vs conſider a litle, what great pleaſure 
and ioye a man map haue, who returning home 
after a long toznie into his owne houſe, findech 
there his wife, who commeth to take him about 


the necke, and embzaceth him, killing and ma- 


what ſo euer may happen vnto it, Cõtrarywiſe , ,,;x 
an euill and ſicke conſcience is a verte hell, and con/cience 
there is nothing in þ wozld that may moze vere «be. 
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king much ol him: doth not this make him by 
and by to foꝛgette all his trauell which be hath 
- endured in his iomep? as contrarywiſe, if he 
ſhould find his wife after his returne bzawling, 
riotous,frowarde , & who in ſted of comfozting 
him, would all maner of wayes vere & cozment 
him, woulde not this encreaſe and double his 
paines and toʒments which he hath ſuffrev by 
the wap? Euen ſuch is p eſtate ol che conſcifce, 
Alhouch that our enemies commit a thouſand 
outrages, violencies c villanies againſt vs: If 
we returning from our ſelues, and entr ing into 
our own conſcience, ſind there one with a chere- 
ful e merrie countenaunce, which doch comfozc 
and contente vs, it maketh vs in a momente to 
fozgetce all our enemies. But on the other ſide, 
if it be naught, it wer pech vs in ſuch ſozt, ÿ we 
(hal not find any houſe wozlgghen our owne,no2 
any place where we mape woꝛſe quiet our ſel- 


1% 28. 20. ues, then with our ſelues. Iſaie ſaythiß an euill 
2 couſcience is as a ſtreighte bed, in which a man 


can not ſtretch him ſelfe, no2 turne him ſelfe at 


lleepe well and to reſt quietly: Likewiſe a man 
which hath a feſtred cõſcience, he can not finde 
any place 02 condicion to contente him, a which 
is not altogether to ſtreighte foz him. This is 
the cauſe that Dauid ſo often pꝛayeth to God 
that he wil let his impꝛiloned harte at large, þ 
8 


pleaſure. It is an hard thing foz a man there ta 
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is to ſap, that he wil ſhew him this fauour, that 
he may alwayes haue a ſoũd & vyʒight cũſcit᷑ce. 


be well founded, it is requilite that þ only wozd <onſczence. 
of God be the foundation therol:ſo as we made 
no conſcience, but to do thoſe thinges that God 
bath foꝛbidden & to leaue vndone thoſe thinges 
that he hath cõmaunded. Foz aſmuch as he that 
wil ſtretch out his cdlcienre beyond this, knows 
eth not how to ſaue him ſelle, but chat ranging 
beyond the boũdes of Gods woꝛd, he muſt haue 
infinic ſcruples, which ſhall vere him cõtinual⸗ 
ly. And to be ſhoꝛt, there is nothing in þ woꝛlde 
moꝛe pernitious, noꝛ mote to be feared, then ta 
cofound p conſciẽce about ſuch imaginatids, 02 
about the comaundements e traditions ofmen, 
But here mult be noted that the conſcifce & 4 dierte 
the peace ofconſcience are thinges diuerſe, and c he 
that they haue diuerſe foundacions. Foꝛ the c . 167 2m 
ſcitce(as hath bin already declared)isruled by e fg. 
the lam, that is to lay, by the comaundements,# fee, 
foꝛbiddings of God. But 5ᷣ peace of conſcience, 


bath fo2 his foundaciony Goſpell, 5 pꝛomiſes, Ie cht 


the grate of Jeſus Chꝛiſt his righteouſnes, % 5 
And as there is no other meane to anſwere to 2 _ 
iudgemenc of God , but þ righteouſnes g inn. ar cn. 
ctcy of Jeſus Chziſt:euẽ ſo is it he alone which /c;ence, 


can ſtand vs in ſted to ſatiſſte h iudgemẽt of our 


Nom op end we map haue ſuch a cõſciẽce, The wey ts 
it behoueth that it be will foũded: et that it map have « good 
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c{cifces. Fo? if we looke vnto our wozkes we 


haue our e bee wap vexed & dif: 
quieted with feare & diſtruſt of not hauing done 


dur deutie, in not obaping God, no? keeping of 


his cõmaundements, as we were bound: which 


2.C57.4:4- was the cauſe þS.Paul ſayed, that he felt him 


U 
1 


ſelle not cu of any thing, but yet foz this, 
he thoughte yon ſelfe not inſtified:to giue vs to 
bnderſtand: chat there is nothing p can pacifie _ 

oſcience it » only righteoulnes of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, not᷑ our own, which is alwaies imper- 
fect # deſtled with many filthes of our cõcupil⸗ 
cfce,# by realon hereof cannot contẽt our hart, 
no2 make vs to take any pleaſure in many of 
thoſe thinges we haue done oz left vndone: but 
the bloud, woundes & death, and the live of Je⸗ 
ſus Chziſt opened (as S. Bernard ſayth) is 
that, which pacifieth the conſcience, when as it 
would thus toꝛmẽt & perſecute vs: Beholde the 
freedom & refuge we haue, where we map re⸗ 


tire to ſauetie. To conclude chen and here co 
— make an ende ofthis —5 7 richteomnes 
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of ſJeſus Chꝛiſt, is the only meane , wherby we 
are iuſtiſted befoze the iudgemẽt of God, of the 


.-— lawe, ofmen, and ofthe conſcience, 


FINIS. 


